


Christ’s Authority over Demons
Matthew 8:28–34



Hebrews 10:5–7

… when Christ came into the world, he said… 
“I have come to do your will, O God.” 



John 18:37

“… for this purpose I have come into the world—
to bear witness to the truth.



1 Timothy 1:15

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners… 



1 John 3:8

The reason the Son of God appeared was 
to destroy the works of the devil. 



1 John 5:19

The whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 



1 Corinthians 2:11

… so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; 
for we are not ignorant of his designs. 



Ephesians 6:11–12

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.



Matthew 8:28–34
28And when he came to the other side, to the country of the 
Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the 
tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29And behold, they 
cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you 
come here to torment us before the time?”



Matthew 8:28–34
30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. 
31And the demons begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, send us 
away into the herd of pigs.” 32And he said to them, “Go.” So they 
came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. 33 The 
herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, 
especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34And 
behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, 
they begged him to leave their region.



Miracles + Calls to Discipleship
in Matthew 8–9

3 miracles 8:1–17
call to discipleship 8:18–22
3 miracles 8:23—9:8
call to discipleship 9:9–17
3 miracles 9:18–34
summary of ministry
call for workers

9:35–36
9:37–38



1. The great power of demons (8:28)
28And when he came to the other side, to the country of the 
Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of 
the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way.



Capernaum

Gadara harbor

Matthew 8:18
He gave orders to go over to 
the other side.

Matthew 8:23
When he got into the boat, 
his disciples followed him.

Matthew 8:28
When he came to the other 
side, to the country of the 
Gadarenes…



GERGESA?
“Gergesenes”
Origen, 2nd c. A.D.
next to lake

GADARA
“Gadarenes”
Matthew 8:28
6 miles from lake

GERASA
“Gerasenes”
Mark 5:1; Luke 8:26
30+ miles from lake
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first century cemetery near Jericho



2. The greater power of Christ (8:29–32)
29And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O 
Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” 
30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from 
them. 31And the demons begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, 
send us away into the herd of pigs.” 32And he said to them, “Go.” 
So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in 
the waters.



Mark 5:6

And when he saw Jesus from afar, 
he ran and fell down before him.



James 2:19

You believe that God is one; you do well. 
Even the demons believe—and shudder!



Philippians 2:10

… at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth…



Luke 11:20

“But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”



2. The greater power of Christ (8:29–32)
29And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O 
Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” 
30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from 
them. 31And the demons begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, 
send us away into the herd of pigs.” 32And he said to them, “Go.” 
So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in 
the waters.



Matthew 8:9

“I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes…”



Gadara harbor area from nearby hills



3. A great rejection of grace (8:33–34)
33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told 
everything, especially what had happened to the demon-
possessed men. 34And behold, all the city came out to meet 
Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their 
region.



2 Corinthians 4:4

… the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.



They preferred to live on a lower level than the one 
he was opening up before them.

— Leon Morris



Mark 5:18–20

18As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that he might be with 
him. 19And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home 
to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for 
you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20And he went away 
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 
done for him, and everyone marveled.




