


Unconditional Discipleship
Matthew 8:18–22



Matthew 8:18–22
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go 
over to the other side. 19And a scribe came up and said to him, 
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 20And Jesus said to 
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 21Another of the disciples said 
to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22And Jesus said 
to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” 



Miracles + Calls to Discipleship
in Matthew 8–9

3 miracles 8:1–17
call to discipleship 8:18–22
3 miracles 8:23—9:8
call to discipleship 9:9–17
3 miracles 9:18–34
summary of ministry
call for workers

9:35–36
9:37–38



Matthew 8:18
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go 
over to the other side.



Luke 9:61–62

61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first 
say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, 
“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.” 



1. Hasty professions (8:19–20)
19And a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow 
you wherever you go.” 20And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.”



Luke 22:33–34

33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you 
both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, 
Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you 
deny three times that you know me.” 



Luke 14:28–30

28 “For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t 
first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has 
enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, after he has laid 
the foundation and cannot finish it, all the onlookers 
will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This man started 
to build and wasn’t able to finish.’”



John 1:10–11

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his 
own people did not receive him. 



Like his parables, the title “the Son of Man” came with an air 
of enigma, challenging the hearer to think new thoughts 
rather than to slot Jesus into a ready-made pigeonhole.

— R. T. France



Daniel 7:13–14

13 “…behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 
son of man… 14And to him was given dominion and glory and 
a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion…” 



Psalm 8:3–4

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars… 4 what is man that you are 
mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 



Nothing has done more harm to Christianity than the practice 
of filling the ranks of Christ’s army with every volunteer who is 
willing to make a little profession, and talk fluently of 
experience. 

— J. C. Ryle



2. Acceptable procrastination (8:21–22)
21Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father.” 22And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave 
the dead to bury their own dead.”



Luke 9:60

“But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 



1 Timothy 5:4

…if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them 
first learn to show godliness to their own household 
and to make some return to their parents, for this is 
pleasing in the sight of God. 



…even closest family ties must not be set above allegiance 
to Jesus and the proclamation of the kingdom. 

— Don Carson



Matthew 4:22

Immediately they left the boat and their father 
and followed him.



John 21:20–22

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following them… 21 When Peter saw him, he said to 
Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, 
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you? You follow me!” 



If the scribe was too quick in promising, 
this “disciple” was too slow in performing.

— Don Carson




