


Deep Righteousness
Matthew 5:17–20



Matthew 5:17–20
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say 
to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever 
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.”



Matthew 5:21–48
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I 
say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable 
to judgment…”
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful 
intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 



Matthew 5:21–48
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces 
his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her 
commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery.”
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 
not swear falsely…’ 34 But I say to you… 37 Let what you say be 
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’…”



Matthew 5:21–48
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you… if anyone slaps you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also.”
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you…”



Matthew 5:17
“Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them.”

Matthew 7:12
“So whatever you wish that others 
would do to you, do also to them, 
for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

Bookends in the Sermon on the Mount
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1. Jesus doesn’t cancel the Old Testament but completes it 
(5:17–18)
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.



Psalm 119:89

Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.



1. Jesus doesn’t cancel the Old Testament but completes it 
(5:17–18)
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

• Jesus affirms the Old Testament
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John 10:35

“Scripture cannot be broken.” 



2. Christians don’t minimize God’s commands 
but maximize our obedience (5:19)
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven.



John 10:35

“Scripture cannot be broken.” 



Romans 10:4

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to everyone who believes.



Romans 6:1–2

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin 
that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can 
we who died to sin still live in it?



Romans 6:14

For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace.



Romans 8:1–4
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit.



2. Christians don’t minimize God’s commands 
but maximize our obedience (5:19)
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven.



Ezra 7:10

For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, 
and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.



3. True righteousness isn’t skin-deep but heart-deep (5:20)
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”




