


Matthew 5:1–6
1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and 
taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4   Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.”



Matthew 5:7–12
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”



The Joyful Cost of Christian Faithfulness



Matthew 5:10–12
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”



1 Peter 4:14–16

14 If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed… 
15 Let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or a 
meddler. 16 But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed…



1 Peter 2:20

For what credit is there if when you do wrong and are beaten, 
you endure it? But when you do what is good and suffer, if you 
endure it, this brings favor with God.



• John 15:20: “If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”



• John 15:20: “If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”

• 2 Timothy 3:12: Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted…



• John 15:20: “If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”

• 2 Timothy 3:12: Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted…

• 1 John 3:13: Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.



“Since all the beatitudes describe what every Christian disciple is 
intended to be, we conclude that the condition of being despised and 
rejected, slandered and persecuted, is as much a normal mark of 
Christian discipleship as being pure in heart or merciful. Every 
Christian is to be a peacemaker, and every Christian is to expect 
opposition. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will suffer 
for the righteousness they crave. Jesus said so both here and elsewhere. 
So did his apostles Peter and Paul. It has been so in every age. We 
should not be surprised if anti-Christian hostility increases, but rather 
be surprised if it does not.”

— John Stott



Luke 9:23

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me.”



John 1:11

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.



1 Peter 2:21–23

21 For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
22 He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth; 
23 when he was insulted, he did not insult in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted himself to the one 
who judges justly.



1 Peter 1:3–4

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Because of his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you.



“We are not to retaliate like an unbeliever, nor to sulk like a child, 
nor to lick our wounds in self-pity like a dog, nor just to grin and 
bear it like a Stoic, still less to pretend we enjoy it like a masochist. 
What then? We are to rejoice as a Christian should rejoice.”

— John Stott



Luke 6:27–28

27 “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”



“While our Lord Jesus Christ agonized in prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Peter, James, and John were a mere stone’s throw 
away from the greatest drama of history—but they were deep in 
sleep… In these countries [where Christians face heavy persecution], 
the drama, bravery, and martyrdom of the Early Church are 
happening all over again—now—and the free Church sleeps.”

— Pastor Richard Wurmbrand



“It was strictly forbidden to preach to other prisoners, as it is in 
captive nations today. It was understood that whoever was caught 
doing this received a severe beating. A number of us decided to pay 
the price for the privilege of preaching, so we accepted their terms. It 
was a deal: we preached and they beat us. We were happy preaching; 
they were happy beating us—so everyone was happy.”

— Pastor Richard Wurmbrand




