


Matthew 5:1–6
1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and 
taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4   Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.”



Matthew 5:7–12
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”



Surprising Indicators of Spiritual Life



1. A merciful life (5:7)
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.



1. A merciful life (5:7)
1 John 3:18: …let us not love in word or speech, but in action and in 
truth.



1. A merciful life (5:7)
James 2:13: For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown 
no mercy.



1. A merciful life (5:7)
Matthew 18:32–33: 32 “I forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me. 33 Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on your fellow 
servant, as I had mercy on you?”



1. A merciful life (5:7)
Ephesians 4:32: Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, as God in Christ forgave you.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
• Matthew 15:18–19: 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 

from the heart… 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.
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2. A clean heart (5:8)
• Matthew 15:18–19: 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 

from the heart… 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.

• 1 Samuel 16:7: “…man looks on the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks on the heart.”

• Ezekiel 36:26: And I will give you a new heart…



2. A clean heart (5:8)

“The Christian faith is not something on the surface of a man’s life, 
it is not merely a kind of coating or veneer.”

— Martyn Lloyd-Jones



2. A clean heart (5:8)
Psalm 86:11: …unite my heart to fear your name.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
2 Timothy 2:21: So if anyone purifies himself from anything 
dishonorable, he will be a special instrument, set apart, useful to 
the Master, prepared for every good work.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
John 14:9: “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”



2. A clean heart (5:8)
Hebrews 12:14: Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
1 Corinthians 13:12: For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have 
been fully known.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
1 Corinthians 13:12: For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have 
been fully known.

Revelation 22:4: They will see his face.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
1 John 3:2: We know that when he appears, we will be like him 
because we will see him as he is.



2. A clean heart (5:8)
1 John 3:2: We know that when he appears, we will be like him 
because we will see him as he is.

1 John 3:3: And everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself 
just as he is pure.



3. Habits of peace (5:9)
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
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3. Habits of peace (5:9)
James 4:1: What causes quarrels and what causes fights among 
you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?



3. Habits of peace (5:9)

desire → demand → need →
expectation → disappointment → punishment

— Paul Tripp, Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands
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Hebrews 12:14: Strive for peace with everyone... 



3. Habits of peace (5:9)
Romans 12:18: If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all. 



3. Habits of peace (5:9)
1) Conflict is both an obstacle and an opportunity.
2) Conflict grows when desires become demands.
3) In conflict, we’re tempted to fight or flee.
4) God calls us to deep peace, not cheap peace.
5) Reconciliation is often a process, not an event.
6) Peacemakers pursue the ideal but understand the real.
7) Forgiveness is both an attitude and action.
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3. Habits of peace (5:9)
• Psalm 103:12: ... as far as the east is from the west, so far does 

he remove our transgressions from us.

• Hebrews 8:12: “I will remember their sins no more.” 

• Eph 4:32: Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you.



3. Habits of peace (5:9)
1) Conflict is both an obstacle and an opportunity.
2) Conflict grows when desires become demands.
3) In conflict, we’re tempted to fight or flee.
4) God calls us to deep peace, not cheap peace.
5) Reconciliation is often a process, not an event.
6) Peacemakers pursue the ideal but understand the real.
7) Forgiveness is both an attitude and action.
8) Righteousness and peace are twin pillars in God’s world.



3. Habits of peace (5:9)
Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.



3. Habits of peace (5:9)
Isaiah 2:4: He will settle disputes among the nations and provide 
arbitration for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plows 
and their spears into pruning knives. Nation will not take up the 
sword against nation, and they will never again train for war.




