


Matthew 4:1–4
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
4 But he answered, “It is written, 

‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, 
BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”



Matthew 4:5–7
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the 
pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down, for it is written, 

‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU,’
and ‘ON THEIR HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, 
LEST YOU STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’ ”

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, 
‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’” 



Matthew 4:8–11
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD
AND HIM ONLY SHALL YOU SERVE.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.



A Story Retold (4:1–2)
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry.



A Story Retold (4:1–2)
Psalm 78:18–20: 18 They tested God in their heart by demanding the 
food they craved. 19 They spoke against God, saying, “Can God 
spread a table in the wilderness? 20 He struck the rock so that water 
gushed out and streams overflowed. Can he also give bread or 
provide meat for his people?” 



A Story Retold (4:1–2)
Deuteronomy 8:2–3: 2And you shall remember the whole way that 
the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, 
that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he 
humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which 
you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make 
you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 



1. “Use your strength to serve yourself ” (4:3–4)
3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he 
answered, “It is written, 

‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, 
BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”



1. “Use your strength to serve yourself ” (4:3–4)
Deuteronomy 8:3: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.”



1. “Use your strength to serve yourself ” (4:3–4)
Jesus is hungry but feeds others; he grows weary but offers others 
rest; he is the King Messiah but pays tribute; he is called the devil 
but casts out demons; he dies the death of a sinner but comes to 
save his people from their sins; he is sold for thirty pieces of silver 
but gives his life a ransom for many; he will not turn stones to bread 
for himself but gives his own body as bread for people.

— D. A. Carson



2. “Make your Father prove his promises” (4:5–7)
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the 
pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down, for it is written, 

‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU,’
and ‘ON THEIR HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, 
LEST YOU STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’ ”

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, 
‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’”



2. “Make your Father prove his promises” (4:5–7)
Deuteronomy 6:16: “You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, 
as you tested him at Massah.”



3. “Take the crown and avoid the cross” (4:8–11)
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD
AND HIM ONLY SHALL YOU SERVE.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.



3. “Take the crown and avoid the cross” (4:8–11)
Psalm 2:8: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your possession. 



3. “Take the crown and avoid the cross” (4:8–11)
Matthew 27:40: 
“If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”



3. “Take the crown and avoid the cross” (4:8–11)
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD
AND HIM ONLY SHALL YOU SERVE.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.




