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I. SUMMARY OF 2 PETER 

 
A. Background 
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C. Chapter Themes 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR SOURCE FOR GROWTH  2 Peter 1:1-4 
 
A. Peters Greeting to Believers (v 1-2) 

 
 
 
 

B. Call to Spiritual Growth (v 3-4) 
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• His Precious & Great Promises 
 
 
 

• Partakers of His Divine Nature 
 

 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS 2 Peter 1:5-10 
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B. Spend Time in the Bible 
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WEEK 21 | 2 PETER SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
SOURCE FOR GROWTH 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 
 

2. Do you expect to see God’s promises in your life?  Why or why not? 
 

 
 

3. How have you seen Gods promises in your life?  Do you have a “favorite” or especially 
meaningful promise? 
 
Answer this: “If I lived like this promise was 100% true, how would I live? What type of 
difference would it make in my life?” 
 
 
 

4. What do you think about being “participants” or “partakers of the divine nature”? Can you 
think of any “real life” examples of that, or is this something outside your own experience? 

 
 
 

5. Does this list of character qualities listed in 2 Peter 1:5-10 match the qualities you strive for or 
want to see God develop in you? Where do you see God growing you in this list? 

 
 

How would you know you “had these things and they were increasing” – what are real life 
indicators of that? 
 
 

6. In our homework, we looked at the importance of recognizing deception and false 
teachers. What do you do to protect yourself from wandering after false teaching? 

 
 

7. In the later chapters of 2 Peter, we see a lot about the coming Day of the Lord and the 
coming of the Land where Righteousness Dwells. How does the idea of this future motivate 
you to live mindfully now? What fears do you have? What do you look forward to? 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  Hearts Bound Together 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
Fish out of water. Black sheep. Odd duckling. My oldest daughter – the kind and soft-spoken 
Chloe – never felt quite at home in high school. With artistic dreams and a deep inner life and 
particular taste in reading, music, and film, she longed for friends with whom she could share her 
passions and find they ‘got’ her. We hoped for more fellowship for her in college, but at the end 
of her first day of orientation at Texas A&M (can I hear a ‘Whoop!’?), she met up with me for 
dinner, discouraged that she had encountered no one with the same major. 
 
The next morning as she walked into an orientation session specific to her ‘Viz’ major (a program 
of visual arts and technology, i.e., the Pixar-wannabes), a kind-eyed girl softly cooed, ‘Is the art 
on your bag by Elentori?! I LOVE her art!’ And my heart heaved a hugely relieved sigh as the two 
engaged in enthusiastic conversation about artists…and vinyl records…and the amazing lighting 
in various films. Fellowship is sweet. 
 
Describe where you have found kindred connection?   

 
 

 
Fellowship is something for which we all long. To be known, accepted, enjoyed, connected, 
loved; to give love and share thoughts freely without fear of rejection. While we commonly think 
of fellowship in terms of our connection with the Body of Christ, our fellowship with God our Father 
is surpassingly precious. In the Apostle John’s three short letters, he camps on the theme of 
Fellowship. In these books we’ll see that Jesus is our Fellowship with the Father. We’ll also see that 
we are to withhold fellowship from those who falsely teach a different Christ. 
 
The following is a suggested outline for the three letters from John.1 
 

Scripture Topic Focus 
1 John 1-2:27 The Basis of Fellowship Conditions & Cautions  
1 John 2:28-5 The Behavior of Fellowship Characteristics & Consequences  
2 John Caution to Withhold Fellowship Practice & Protect the Truth 
3 John Commendation for Extending Fellowship Servanthood v. Selfishness 

 
The Beloved Apostle 
  To begin, what do you notice about the greeting in the opening verses of 1 John 1? 
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Forgive me for toying with you a bit to make a point. John doesn’t give us a typical greeting with 
a statement of who he is and his intended audience. In fact, none of these three letters ever say 
his name. What makes us believe these are apostolic, authoritative letters from John? Let’s look 
for clues. 
 
What special privilege does the author claim to have that gives him credibility according to 1 
John 1:1-3 and 4:14?  
As an eyewitness of the life of Jesus, the author is part of what special group of people? 

 
What can we infer from the fact that the writer of these letters didn’t think it was necessary to sign 
his name?  
What do you see when you glance at John 1:1-14 and compare it to 1 John 1:1-7? 

 
The author claims to be an eyewitness of the life of Jesus, an apostle with authority, well-known 
and loved by his audience. He writes with characteristic metaphor, vocabulary, and style that 
match perfectly to the gospel of John. Based on John’s familiarity with the churches scattered in 
Asia minor (as seen in Rev 3-6), it’s probable that these were his intended readers. 
 
Beyond this, we can look to the external evidence that John’s authorship of these letters was 
universally accepted from the time of his writing without dispute. First and second century church 
fathers Polycarp (who knew John personally as a young man), Papias, and Irenaeus (who knew 
Polycarp personally) all specifically attributed these writings to John. As these writings don’t 
mention persecution, they are dated around 95 A.D. before Roman Emperor Domitian reinstated 
persecution of followers of Jesus. John was the very last apostle and eyewitness of the Incarnated 
Jesus remaining alive, bringing to mind Jesus’s conversation with him in John 21:20-24. 
 
Like an intuitive poet, John loves to use metaphors and symbols to make his point. Fill in this table 
of some of the common ideas that are woven throughout John’s gospel and his letters. 

1-word motif or idea References in John’s gospel References in John’s letters 
 1:4-9, 3:19-21, 8:12, 9;5, etc. 1 Jn 1:5, 1:7, 2:8-10 
 8:42, 13:34-35, 14:15, etc 

 
1 Jn 2;5, 2:15, 3:1, 3:10-23, etc 
2 Jn 1:1, 1:3, 1:5-6 
3 Jn 1, 6 

 1:4, 3:15-16, 3:36; 4:14, 5:21-29, etc. 1 Jn 1:1-2, 2:25, 3:14-16, 5:11-16, 
5:20 

 1:14, 1:17, 4:23-24, 5:33, 8:32, 8:40, 
8:44-46, 14:16-17, etc. 

1 Jn 1:6-8, 2:4, 2:21, 3:18-19, 4:6, 
5:6 
2 Jn 1-4;  
3 Jn 3-4, 8, 12. 

 16:8, 16:10, 17:25 1 Jn 2:1, 2:29, 3:7, 3:10, 3:12 

 
1 John 1:2-3 are the key verses to establish our picture of Jesus as our Fellowship. Copy them here.   
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DAY 2 – Know This 
 
This spring my grandmother will blow out 102 candles on her birthday cake – well, at least 
figuratively. As her years are winding to a close, my urgency to hear her thoughts and memories 
increases. About a decade ago, she granted my request to put her life story into writing. A couple 
of years ago, I was thrilled to also receive her written memories of her parents, my grandfather, 
and his parents. Having the stories in her own words, emphasizing the things that seem most vivid 
and important, her own impressions, the facts no one else can remember – what a gift, a gift that 
will keep the details and impressions crisp and unfaded for my lifetime and longer. 
 
As the last apostolic eyewitness of Jesus, John expresses an urgency to establish the truth of Jesus 
in the minds of believers. Have you noticed that social media trend of establishing accounts 
named ‘The Real ________’, such as ‘The Real Tamara Gordon’? (Trust me, there’s no such account 
as I don’t have anyone trying to pretend to be me…but you get my point.) In a world with so 
many people wishing for a platform, we need a method to verify truth from fiction. John sets out to 
establish ‘The Real Jesus Christ’, setting the eyewitness, authoritative apostolic record straight so 
that even 2000 years later, we can have confidence in the deity, love, power, humanity, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. 
 
Can you imagine John’s urgency to make sure the record was straight on all things pertaining to 
Jesus before the apostles were indeed out of the picture? Let’s spend some time today looking at 
that idea which bookends and wraps and intertwines itself throughout 1 John.   
 
Begin by reading 1 John 1:1-4. Notice all of the sensory words John employs. In what ways have 
the apostles (the ‘we’ in his writing) experienced ‘that which was from the beginning’?  

What 2 names does John give to ‘that which was from the beginning’ in verses 1 and 2?  

In these verses, John forms two ‘chains’: one a chain of knowledge and the other a chain of 
fellowship. Fill in the ‘chains’ here. 

1. Eternal life à was with the Father since the beginning à made manifest to the apostles à 
 to you. 

2. The Father & Son à fellowship with the apostles à apostles to us so 
that à we can have with the Father & Son, too. (That chain makes a 
nice circle.) 

Therefore, our fellowship with God the Father and with Jesus is dependent on what?  

 
First, we see that for us to know anything at all about God, to claim any access to truth, God 
Himself had to make Himself manifest. Look up a definition of this word and write it here:  

What does God promise to Israel in Ezekiel 20:41?   
John takes the idea of God bringing Himself into the light for us to see in John 20:20-24. In this 
‘chain’ of fellowship and love, who was the means through which the Father would manifest 
Himself to the those who loved and obeyed Him? 
What role did Jesus’s words play in manifesting the Father? 
 
Sister, let that soak in afresh. We have access to the very words of God, His manifestation of  

Himself to us, when we hang on message of Jesus given to us through the apostles 
who proclaim them in the Scripture. What a treasure! Let’s treasure the Word! 
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John will circle back to this idea of God made manifest in 1 John 4:9. How did God manifest 
Himself according to this verse?  
Why does 4:9 say God did this?  
Why does 1:3 say God did this?  
By having fellowship with the apostles, we are included in the fellowship with the Father & Son. 
 
This idea of knowing what the apostles as eyewitnesses have to say is so crucial to John’s letter 
that the word ‘know’ or ‘knowing this’ appears 33 times in the short letter of 1 John. John wants 
us to know, to grasp it, to have confidence in it, to get a hold of it. Get ahold of what? 
That the life you have with God the Father is dependent on the proclaimed testimony of the 
apostles regarding Jesus Christ.   
 
Knowing this, how important would it be for us to have a clear understanding of Jesus? 

How should this affect our priority of reading and meditating on Scripture?  

 
We will see throughout John’s letter, this idea of our knowledge of God in three movements.2 

1. The eyewitness testimony of the apostles written down. 
2. The internal testimony as the Holy Spirit confirms within us and gives us confidence. 
3. The external testimony that we truly know Jesus as seen through our ability to abide in Him. 

  
The apostolic witness is what makes the difference between reading God’s message to us and 
reading commentary about spiritual matters from someone without authority. Do you recall what 
amazed people about Jesus’s teaching? Go back to Matthew 7:28-29. What was the response 
to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount? 
 
Jesus came with the God’s authority to make God manifest to us. In John 20:21, what does He 
tell his 11 closest disciples? 
He transferred authority to these special men. We go in His authority as well (Matt 28:18-20), but 
we are not Apostles. When I write this study, I am pointing to the apostles’ testimony, but my 
testimony is fallible while theirs was not. It is crucial for us to continue to go back to the Scripture 
as the authorized knowledge of who Jesus is, for our source of life, our fellowship with the Father. 
 
John bookends his letter by returning to that theme of tangible sensory witness. Read 1 John 
5:13-15 looking for ‘sensory’ language. This time, who is ‘witnessing’ something? 
The tables have turned in a beautiful way. Why does the Father hear us and give us confidence 
that He will answer in favor (v 20)?  
The transformation we undergo as we abide in fellowship with Jesus in a sense ‘holds’ the Father 
to us, to hear us. We have true communion with God – fellowship with Him – through Jesus. This 
does not mean that God is obligated to do whatever we wish, but that our wishes will align with 
his heart – which achieves the same outcome. 
 
John’s overarching theme of the knowledge of God through trusting only the authorized Word of 
God through the apostles, eyewitnesses to The Real Jesus, winds its way through the letters of 
John. In Jesus only we have life, and that life is our fellowship with the Father. The Father manifests 
Himself through Jesus. John would say, ‘Accept no substitutes!’ We’ll see more of John’s  
  emphasis on this theme – and why he’s focused here - as this week continues. 
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DAY 3 – Life, Light & Love 
 
Just as my daughter’s basis of fellowship with other students was founded on shared interests, our 
fellowship with the Father has an important foundation: Life and Light. 
 
We already saw yesterday that our ultimate basis for fellowship is the Life which was from the 
beginning with God in the person of Jesus, was revealed to the eyewitness apostles, and as we 
abide in ‘The Real Jesus Christ’ through the Word proclaimed to us by those apostles, we have 
fellowship with the Father as well. 
 
Today we’ll take a step further to see another facet of this same foundation of our fellowship: 
Light.  
 
Light that Purifies 
Begin by reading 1 John 1:5-10. John has a way of gathering all this glory and detail and distilling 
it into one word, in this case: Light. But what kind of light: light that blinds? Or causes growth? 
 
With what does John contrast light (v 5)? 
What three verbs appear in the 2nd half of v 6?  
What can you conclude ‘light’ is representing here? 
We see that God is light; He is morally pure. He has no darkness or evil in Him at all. If we are to 
fellowship with Him, what needs to be true of us as well?  

Last night, as I was getting ready for Good Friday service at church, my husband came in from 
working in the garage. He came swooping in for a hug and a kiss before his shower, and I halted 
abruptly when I saw the layer of grime, grease, and gray grunge on his face, arms, and shirt. 
There was no way, he was coming near me before his shower! In a much more substantial way, 
God cannot fellowship with us with our stain of sin.  
 
How has Jesus provided for our purification (v 7b)? 
Jesus has justified us with His blood; this ultimately our purification needed for fellowship. But are 
we now sin-free (v 8 & 10)? 
 
Read John 13:3-10. Focus in on verses 8-10. What must happen if we are to ‘share with’ or have 
fellowship with Jesus (v 8)?  
Peter clearly understood that Jesus was talking about moral purity: ‘Wash all of me, please!’ 
Why would someone only need his or her feet washed (v 10)?  
 
The ancient Jewish tradition of household guests having their feet washed was a sign of 
hospitality. The guest was clean & prepared for the visit except her feet would be dusty or sandy 
from walking in sandals along the way. A quick foot-washing would bring the guest back to fully 
clean. While we who are believers have been washed in the blood of Jesus ultimately, we 
gather ‘dust’ on us from our walk in this world. We must receive a ‘foot-washing’ for full 
enjoyment of fellowship. Our gracious Host has provided for this as well!  
 
What is the solution from 1 John 1:9?  
Our Gracious Host promises forgiveness and cleansing from ALL sin when we confess. God is  

faithful (dependable, consistent) and just (fair) to forgive us. Why would this be the 
‘just’ thing for God to do?  
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We know that in Jesus, all of our sin was paid for – past, present, & future. We have been ‘justified’ 
by His purity as our substitute on the cross. Now because of God’s covenant through Jesus’s blood, 
He has bound Himself, so to speak, to forgive and cleanse us. 
 
We can ‘spiritually breathe’ every day by ‘breathing out’ as we confess our sin; and ‘breathing in’ 
as we ask the Holy Spirit to empower us for new victory in each day. Sister, take a moment for some 
‘spiritual breathing.’ Is there anything you need to confess today?  

 
 
God is faithful & just to forgive you and cleanse you from all impurity. You are restored to full 
fellowship! Ask now for the light of the Holy Spirit to work in you today. 
 
Light that Exposes  
Read 1 John 2:1-11.  
In verses 1-2, we see a succinct and glorious description of Jesus’s work on our behalf as our sin is 
exposed by the Light. What 3 words are used to describe Jesus?  

 
How do these affect your confidence when you are aware of your sin? 

 
How do we have confidence that we have fellowship with Jesus (v 3, 5-6)

 
If the Light exposes in us a life of continual sinning, what should we conclude (v 4)?

 
What particular test will tell us whether or not we are fellowshipping with God, truly walking in His 
light (2:5-11)? 
John will continue to dwell on this topic of our ‘love test’ as we see if we love our brothers & sisters in 
Christ. Later he will give more detail on what that quality of love should look like. For now, take 
some time to self-evaluate. Do you love your brothers & sisters? Is there a situation or particular 
person God brings to mind for whom you need to ask for a more loving heart? Journal your 
thoughts & plan of action here. 

 
 

Is God revealing an unloving heart as a way to draw you to your need for the light of Jesus and for 
fellowship with God that perhaps you have never experienced? If so, I encourage you to talk to a 
Christ-following friend or church leader to explore this. God’s light is gracious to us when He exposes 
a need for Him; this is a sure sign He is calling you to fellowship with Him through Jesus! 
 
Assurance in Abiding 
Read 2:12-14. Here we will see John’s pastoral heart. He has just come off of some hard words to 
us, some exposing light that may feel sharp or harsh.  
What do you see about the literary style he uses in these 2 verses?  
It’s suddenly lyrical, like a poem or song. This is indeed the only ‘poem’ John writes for us.  
What is his tone?  
John reassures us as his ‘beloved children’, his flock. He reminds the true followers of Jesus that we 
are forgiven; we do know the Truth from the beginning; we are strong; we have overcome; we do 
abide; we do enjoy fellowship. Sister, if the light has exposed in you a love for God and His children, 
a growing pattern of obedience and confession when you do fall, be reassured. Be encouraged.  
  Enjoy the freedom of light and life and fellowship! 
 

Week 22 Homework  | Fresh Love  |  © Tamara S Gordon  |  2021 Page 6 



DAY 4 – Guarding our Fellowship 
 
We left our study yesterday as John reassured us of his love for us, his beloved children. 
Now he takes that theme of love from ‘I love you’ to another related idea: what not to love. 
Read 1 John 2:15-17. What are we not to love?  
 
God’s investment advice for us is this: put your treasure where your heart is. Attach your heart to 
our eternal God. Follow His ways. Take on the family traits! Shake off the world system. You were 
made for a different home! 
 
John has made three main points of how we fellowship with the Father: 

1. We abide in His Word, which connects us to the True Jesus. 
2. We walk in light by the one-time and on-going purifying work of Jesus. 
3. We demonstrate proof of our fellowship through our love for God and His Family and our 

rejection of the worldliness. 
 
The Backstory Story 
Having launched this letter directly into a defense of the truth of the message of the apostles, now 
John shows us the backstory of why he wants to abide in what is rock-solid True Jesus.  
Read 2:18-27.  
What has come now that we are in the last days (v 18)?  
 
Let’s get John’s definition of ‘antichrist’ from v 22. Write it here: 

 
 
I realize many of us hear ‘antichrist’ and think of ‘The Antichrist’, the ‘Man of Lawlessness’ from 2 
Thessalonians 2, the demonic-empowered world leader who will lead many astray to defy God. 
Here John presents the ‘spirit of antichrist’. Every age has little-a antichrists who – as opposed to 
those who follow Christ – are against Christ and lead people away from Christ. One day there will 
be a final Antichrist, but for now we can recognize those who present a different ‘Jesus’ than the 
Real Jesus of the apostolic witness. John wants to protect us from those who compete with a 
different ‘Jesus.’ 
 
If I may, I’ll modernize an explanation from Irenaeus who fought against the antichrists of 
Gnosticism.  My son was building some Lego sets this past week. Suppose he built a Lego model of 
the Millennium Falcon from Star Wars. I might erroneously take pieces from his Lego model, build a 
helicopter, and say, ‘This is the Millennium Falcon.’ Is it? Of course not. Similarly, antichrists take 
‘pieces’ and ‘parts’ of Jesus, so to speak, rearrange them, add other ideas, and claim to present 
Jesus. But that’s not Jesus at all! If their idea of Jesus departs from the apostolic view of Jesus, it is 
utterly false and anti-Christ. 
 
From where specifically did these antichrists come (v 19)?  
Here is a hard thing. The worst deceptions come from within the ranks of so-called believers. When 
teachers arise from within the church and deceive others, they are like wolves that ravage the 
flock.  What does John remind us about our source of fellowship with the Father in v 23? 

 
  Do these false teachers have ANY way to connect us with God?  
  Let verses 24-25 comfort you. What is our protection against deception?
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Remix 
In typical and sometimes hard-to-nail-down Apostle John fashion, we are now taken through 
spirals of reiteration, further explanation, and examples of these themes of (1) Light; (2) Love as 
proof and confidence that we have fellowship with the Father through Jesus; and (3) the 
importance of holding to Truth and of avoiding deception.   
 
I’ve listed some sections of the remaining chapters for you to read.  
Mark the column with an ‘X’ or checkmark for the theme that is highlighted in each passage.  

Passage Dominant Theme:  
Light/Purity/Obedience 

Dominant Theme:  
Love as Proof of Fellowship 

Dominant Theme: 
Importance of Truth 

1 John 3:1-10    
1 John 3:11-24    
1 John 4:1-6    

1 John 4:7-12    

1 John 4:13-15    

1 John 4:16-21   
 

 

 
As we come to chapter 5, we will see these three these combined beautifully like the perfect 
blending of flavors prepared by a chef. Read 5:1-5 looking for the ideas of love, obedience (light), 
and holding to belief in the truth.  
 
What idea ‘bookends’ this passage (see v1 and 5)?  

John is driving home his urgency that we believe in who he has told us Jesus is: the Son of God. 
As we have fellowship with God through our belief in the Real Jesus, we will experience God’s love, 
and His love will overflow into love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
John seems to make a leap between love and obedience to God’s commandments. That’s not 
immediately intuitive. Let’s get a refresher from Matt 22:35-40. How did Jesus sum up all of the 
commandments?  

 
Let’s put that all together. We have fellowship with God through abiding in the truth of Jesus. In our 
fellowship with God, He pours out love into our hearts. Our love overflows back to Him and to our 
brothers and sisters. As we love, we will fulfill all of the commandments, giving our lives purity. If 
(and when) we fail, we are cleansed through the love and sacrifice of Jesus. 
 
Which of these is most meaningful or convicting to you from 1 John? Journal your thoughts. 

1) Our need to know the truth of the Real Jesus and abide in that truth, avoiding falsehood. 
2) Our access to purity through Jesus and the confidence this brings as we grow in purity. 
3) Our love that flows to others as proof of our abiding in God’s love. 
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DAY 5 – Fellowship through Partnership 
 
Today we will explore the second and third letters from John, each of which are very short but still 
share the same underlying themes as the first letter.   
 
Turn to 2 John. From whom is this letter? 
For the same reasons we saw on Day 1 of this lesson, this letter is attributed universally to John, the 
beloved disciple. Perhaps he was referring to his age or perhaps he refers to a position of 
leadership he holds in relation to the audience of his letter. 
 
To whom is this letter addressed? 
We could speculate that this is a ‘chosen’ believing lady and her children whom John knows, or 
perhaps he’s being poetic or using code about addressing this letter to a local church 
congregation of believers (referring to the church as a ‘she’ the way we do ships and hurricanes). 
I prefer this latter interpretation, but who knows? 
 
Withholding Hospitality from False Teachers 
What does matter is what he wants this ‘elect lady’ to know. Read all of 2 John, jotting down 
words and phrases that remind you of John’s message in 1 John.  

Why in particular does John want this family to walk in love for one another (v 7)? 

What does John remind us that walking in love is equivalent to (v 6)? 

John wants these Christ-followers to love one another by walking according to God’s 
commandments (which all involve love!) so that they will receive the full reward available to 
them. 
 
The heart of John’s message in this letter is seen in verses 10-11. 
How can John have just reiterated that we are to love others but now he says not to show 
hospitality to an ‘antichrist’? How do you reconcile these two commands? 

What category of person is being described: a ‘regular’ person who is confused about the truth of 
Jesus? Or someone who is teaching others a false Jesus? What clues tell you this? 

 
Extending Fellowship to True Partners 
Read 3 John. In this letter from John to Gaius, he commends Gaius for indeed walking in the truth. 
See if you can piece together what John particularly commends Gaius for in verses 5-8? 

   
  John loves that Gaius has supported (perhaps financial support as well) some true 
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followers of Christ who are teaching the truth and have a ministry in which they have tried not to 
financially burden Gentiles to whom they are ministering. What does John tell us happens when 
we support others in their ministry (v 8)?  
 
For what evil does John expose Diotrephes (v9-10)? 

 
Circling Back to Light, Love, & Truth 
As we get a bigger picture of the message of these three little letters, we can see that John is 
telling us we have resources to guard us against being deceived and drawn away by false 
teachers. List these, and as you do, make a plan for how you will lean into them to fortify yourself 
against walking away from the True Jesus. 
 
True Teacher Test #1 (2 John 9-10) 
True Teacher Test #2 (3 John 11)
True Teacher Test #3 (1 John 4:7-8)
Our resources in these tests are the Holy Spirit, the standard of the Canon of Scripture, and our 
local fellowship of believers. 
 
You may ask: why do I need any other teacher than my Bible and the Holy Spirit? There is some 
sense in that stance. But we also know from other Scripture that God particularly established 
local church structures with those who are gifted in leading, teaching, and preaching for the 
building up and protection of the Body. One of our best defenses against deception, Sister, is our 
continual fellowship with other brothers, sisters, and leaders in our local churches. This is how we 
can employ the ‘True Teacher Tests’ because we are able to live out our faith visibly together. 
 
Let’s circle back to the closing of 1 John as we close our own week of study.  John’s epilogue in 
5:18-21 gives us three certainties we can count on: 

1. Sin is a threat to fellowship. We should see continuing unrepentant sin as incongruous to 
our unity with Jesus. 

2. As believers, we can stand against the world system and Satan through our fellowship with 
the Father and the power of His Holy Spirit. 

3. That Jesus came from God in human form is our source of true knowledge and fellowship. 
 
John’s beautiful statement in verse 20 captures the beauty and rich resources of abiding in Jesus. 
What do you gain from your abiding according to this verse? 

 
Why do you think John would end with the pithy little command in verse 21? 

 
I think John is saying, ‘With all the riches you have available through the True One, The Real Jesus, 
accept no substitutes!!’ 
 
Dear Sister, let’s lean in to our Jesus. Let’s abide in knowing, knowing, knowing the truth about 
Him through abiding in His Word. Let’s let it sink into our hearts and bind us to Him. Only then will 
we be bound heart and head and hand to God our Father. 
 
  In the name of Jesus through whom we have fellowship with the Father, 

  Tamara  
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