
WEEK 20 | 1 PETER SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
HOME 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction 

   
I. SUMMARY OF 1 PETER 

 
A. Themes 

 
 
 

B. Overview 
 
 
 

C. Exiles (1 Peter 1:1) 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR HOME 1 Peter 1:1-17 
 
A. We are Born Again (v 3-5) 

 
 

• To a Living Hope 

 

 

• To an Inheritance 

 

 
 

 

 



 

B. The Results of Genuine Faith (v 6-9) 
 
 

• Praise & Glory to Jesus 
 
 
 

• Rejoicing & Salvation 
 
 
 

C. The Coming Judgment & the Ransom (v 17-19) 
 
 

 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS (v 10-17) 

  
A. Conduct Yourselves with Fear 
 
 
 
B. Prepare Your Minds for Action; Be Sober-minded 
 
 
 
C. Set Your Hope Completely on Grace 
 
 
 
D. Don’t be Conformed to this World 
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WEEK 20 | 1 PETER SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
HOME 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 
 

2. What does ‘home’ mean to you? Share a personal example. 
 
 
 

3. When have you felt like an exile or scattered from your home? 
 
 
 

4. Describe a time when your faith was tested and found genuine. 
 
 
 

5. What types of things are we most likely to fear as exiles? How can we conduct ourselves 
with the right kind of fear during our time of exile? 
 
 
 

6. What does it look like practically to be sober-minded and prepared for action in our daily 
lives?   
 
 
 

7. In what areas do you struggle to find joy? 
 
 
 

8. On what things do you tend to set your hope rather than putting it ALL on Jesus, our Living 
Hope? 

 

 

9. What are you doing already or committing to do to reflect the priority of the imperishable 
Word of God? 

 

 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  On to Maturity 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
When my son Micah was a newborn, I began counting months and years until his immune system 
would mature. You see, he was born with a sensitivity to certain proteins that created difficulty in 
feeding him as an infant and what felt like a mountain of work to cook for him in his preschool 
through early elementary years. (The ever-growing number of young moms wrestling to feed and 
protect children with food allergies will understand this situation quite well). Micah’s doctor 
assured us that his particular condition would remedy itself as his immune and digestive systems 
matured, no later than at 7 years of age. For Micah, physical growth was the best defense 
against harm to his body’s systems. 
 
In what ways has maturity increased your protection from harm – whether from disease, 
deception, lack of discipline, etc ?   

 
 

 
In Peter’s second letter, he warns against the harm that derives from false teachers who come 
from within the church. He presents spiritual growth as the best defense against the deception of 
false teaching. In doing so, Peter points us to Jesus as our Source of Growth, our provider of 
everything we need for life and godliness. 
 
While Peter’s first letter addressed opposition from outside the church causing suffering, his 
second letter addressed opposition from within the church causing deception. Peter reminds us 
to look to the Word of God and the Holy Spirit to grow up and to identify harmful false teachers 
who lead others into sensuality and lawlessness. He makes a case that remembering the basic 
doctrines of our faith – particularly the sure fact that Jesus is coming again to reward and to 
judge – should result in holy living. Commentator Jonathan Gibson has nicknamed 2 Peter as 
‘Ethics by Eschatology’1 as our understanding of future judgment will drive our behavior. 
 
Here is a simple suggested outline for the book of 2 Peter.2 
 

Chapter Main Idea In other words 
1 Cultivation of Christian Character Holiness 
2 Condemnation of False Teachers Heresy 
3 Confidence of Christ’s Return Hope 
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2This study relies on information from the book Talk thru the Bible by Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Thomas Nelson Publishing, 2002. 

1This week’s study makes use of ideas from Jonathan Gibson of Westminster Theological Seminary, from Nancy Guthrie’s 
podcast ‘Help Me Teach the Bile’, thegospelcoalition.org, 2017 



 

Background 
Who wrote this letter and how does he introduce himself (2 Peter 1:1)?  

How does 3:1 confirm Peter’s authorship?  
How do the following verses confirm this is Simon Peter the disciple of Jesus? 
2 Peter 1:14 and John 21:18-19  
2 Peter 1:16-18  
 
What does 1:14-15 tell us is impending for Peter?  
What might this imply about Peter’s location at the time, knowing according to tradition Peter 
was crucified upside down by Nero between 64 and 66 AD?  
 
What does 3:1 imply about the intended audience of this letter (compare with 1 Peter 1:1)? 

To whom is this letter formally addressed in 2 Peter 1:1?  

Because of the greeting in 2 Peter 1:1, we can safely assume that this letter--while it was officially 
written to the group of churches scattered in Asia Minor—was intended to be circulated more 
broadly to churches throughout the larger Roman Empire.  As a final fatherly letter to Christ-
followers, Peter is both urgent and tender in urging these scattered, beleaguered believers to 
grow to maturity and to protect the precious gospel from being besmirched by falsehood. 
 
You may find it helpful to compare and contrast 1 & 2 Peter by completing this table. 
Trait 1 Peter 2 Peter Find clues here 
Most repeated word Suffering  2 P 1:2, 3, 6, 5, & 8 

2 P 2:20, 3:18 
Type of opposition External persecution  2 P 2:1 
Prescribed attitude 
about opposition 

Comfort  2 P 3:17 

Encouragement to  Remain Steadfast 1 P 2:19 
2 P 1:6, 3:13-17 

Attitude toward the 
Lord’s Return 

Hope   2 P 3:1-3 

 
Our key verses for seeing Jesus as our Source of Growth are found in 2 Peter 1:2-3. Copy them 
here.

 
 
3:10-11 are key verses for the overall theme of holy living resulting from our proper understanding 
of eschatology (or prophesies of the end times) Copy these verses here.  
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DAY 2 – All We Need for Growth 
 
Last spring, Dave and I decided to plant a garden. We’re total novices, and so we consulted 
friends and a couple of good websites. I enjoyed our trip to Home Depot where we picked out 
everything we would need to grow a Square Foot garden with 16 little square plots in which to 
plant our seeds and starters. We applied a little bit of supplemental water and weeding, We were 
both bowled over when the garden actually grew! While some of my herbs didn’t survive the hot 
Houston summer sun, and some of them withered in the shade of adjacent hardy plants, we had 
an amazing harvest of gigantic zucchinis, bell peppers, oregano, rosemary, basil, Anaheim 
peppers, and heirloom tomatoes.  
 
Seeds of Change 
Chapter 1 of second Peter will assert that in Jesus, we have been given everything we need for 
spiritual growth, and this growth is the strongest remedy to stand against false teaching that 
comes from within our ranks.  Read 2 Peter 1:1-15 to begin. 
 
Chapter 1 will direct us to ‘make every effort’ in some important areas. Look at verse 2, however, 
for important context. What two gifts from God does Peter pray will be multiplied to us? 

What facilitates this grace and peace (v 2)?  
What is granted to us in verse 3?  
What two things facilitate ‘all that is needed’ (v 3)?  
What point do you think Peter is making about a key ingredient for our growth?  

In James 1:18 & 21, what did we see that was ‘implanted’ in us to produce a harvest?  

In Mark 4, Jesus tells a parable about a farmer who plants seed so that a harvest will be 
produced. According to Mark 4:14, what is the ‘seed’?  
My friend, while the Holy Spirit is the one who helps our hearts receive the Word of God that 
transforms us, what must you be doing to provide access to good seed?  

While I earnestly entreat you to be in the Word of the Living God daily, gathering it like manna in 
the desert, I don’t need to worry too much about you because here we are together in the Word! 
 
Peter will camp out on how important ‘knowledge’ is to our growth and our protection against 
deception throughout this letter and especially as he establishes us in this first chapter. As we let 
that idea sink down and take roots in us, what earnest encouragement did we find in James 1:22-
25 regarding our soaking up knowledge from God’s Word?  

In 2 Peter 1:12 Peter states that he is reminding us of things we already know. Why would he want 
to go over what we already know?  

I once heard an explanation that ‘heart knowledge’ is the kind of knowing that sinks in from your 
brain, you practice it, and it becomes a part of your spiritual life. But heart knowledge (like 
manna) must be gathered daily and put into use. We need to be so firmly established in what we 
know to be true about God, ourselves, and God’s continuing story in this world. We must be 
reminded lest we forget. This is how God dealt with the ancient people of Israel: ‘Remember what 
  I told  you! Remember what I did! Keep my words always in front of you so you don’t 
  forget to live in them!’ 
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What to Tend in your Garden 
Peter gives us a helpful, progressive list of what to be paying attention to tend in our gardens 
from 1:5-7. List them here:  à
à à à à

à  à  
What will these qualities do if you are increasing in them (v 8)?

 
(Doesn’t that make sense? If you plant more of them, you will experience a larger harvest). 
What will you become if you lack these qualifies (v 9)?

 
What do you think is the connection between growing in excellent virtues and forgetting we 
were cleansed from the old sins we used to live in?  

 
I assume if we aren’t tending and growing good things in our ‘heart gardens’, we will have a 
much bigger problem with weeds of wickedness moving in and becoming ‘rampant.’ We know 
from James that seeing good fruit in our lives reassures us that our faith is authentic. 
 
Have you ever gone through a season when you doubted you were truly God’s child? Describe 
that season.  

 
Seasons of doubt are hard. They are distracting from moving forward or from bearing fruit in the 
lives of others. We find ourselves wrestling with shame and confusion. Sister, have you trusted in 
Jesus and his work on the cross on your behalf? Then be at peace. His righteousness covers you. 
Weed that garden and plant for a good harvest. He has given you the power & presence of His 
Spirit--grace and peace—and reliable knowledge from His Word. Hand Him your doubts and 
take His grace & peace. Now get growing! 
How do verses 10-12 reconfirm what we’ve just been discussing?  

 
 

 
Can we Trust this Seed? 
Read 2 Peter 1:16-21. With all this focus on being established through our knowledge that comes 
from the Word of God, we might ask the question ‘How do we know that this knowledge is true?’ 
What a relevant question for our post-modern times. Peter will review with us the character of the 
apostles (and prophets) who have given us our authoritative Scriptures. This will be so helpful as 
tomorrow we’ll look at the contrasted character of false teachers. 
 
What did not characterize Peter’s teachings and that of the other apostles according to v 16?  

 
Rather, what gives the apostles credibility (v16-18)? 

 
(If you’re not familiar with this event, check out Matt 17:1-8). 
Why would listening to an eyewitness of this event give credibility to his message?  

 
According to 2 Peter 1:20-21, how does Scripture NOT come about?  

 
What IS the source of Scripture (v 21)? 

Verse 19 is one of my favorites. What is Scripture like?  
 

  Cling to it ‘until the day dawns & the morning star rises in your hearts’! Glory! 
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DAY 3 – Wolves among the Sheep 
 
One of the most shocking things we experience in life is when someone in our circle, someone 
trusted, someone who warm and charming, suddenly shows his or her ‘fangs’ and betrays or 
devours, destroying friendships and families, leaving a wake of wounding and pain. Evil is much 
more devastating when it comes from within our trusted friends and family.  
 
As a kind fatherly pastor, Peter wants to fortify us against the devastation of false teachers, 
leading susceptible people into deception, error, and confusion. Read 2 Peter 2:1-3. 
From where will these false teachers arise (v1)?  
What will be their mode of bringing in false teaching (v1)?  
What will be their final end (v1)?  
Why do you think Peter reemphasizes that their judment is neither idle nor asleep (v 2)? 

 
Read Psalm 35:17-20. How does David echo how we sometimes feel when liars and deceivers 
seem to freely be celebrated, leading others to destruction, without restraint?

 
 
A major theme in 2 Peter is the idea that we live according to what we believe is waiting ahead 
in our future. What does a false teacher likely believe about the future that we allow him or her 
to continue to lead others astray?  
 
For the remainder of this chapter, Peter will do 2 things we want to keep track of.  

1. He will list some distinguishing features of false teachers so that we can identify them. 
2. He will use 4 different people or people groups from Biblical history to illustrate how God 

deals with false teachers and those whom they attempt to lead astray. 
 
Identifying Traits of Wolves 
First, let’s make a table here for tracking the characteristics of false teachers. Read 2 Peter 2:1-22 
in its entirety in order to get the context, then go back and fill in this table. (Don’t worry if you 
don’t fill in every cell; you may divide traits up differently than I do). 
Verse Trait Verse Trait 
2  3  
3  10  
10  10  
10  12  
13  13  
13  14  
14  14  
14  15  
15  17  
18  18  
19  19  

Jump ahead to 3:3-4. What is their belief about the future that lets them act this way? 
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God’s Ways with Wolves & Sheep 
Let’s look at Peter’s argument in reverse order. According to 2:9: 
How does God deal with His true children?  
How does God deal with the unrighteous?  

 
 
Now to prove the point that God knows how to rescue His children and yet deal out judgment to 
the unrighteous even if the wait seems long, Peter will give 3 examples. 
 

The example of rebellious angels (v 4) 
This example may look bizarre at first glance, but we can figure this out!  
What had these angels done? 
What was God’s response to them? He did not  
He cast them into (Greek Tartaros or Hebrew Gehenna, the 
deepest pit of hell). 
He committed them to  
He keeps them until 
How does Jude 1:6 relate?  
How does Rev 12:3-4, & 9 relate?  
The confusion in these verses usually comes from the question: if Satan’s rebellious angels were cast 
from heaven into hell, why are they still also roaming the earth? One explanation for this is that they 
are ‘confined to hell’ as their final destiny, they are banished from heaven (placing them in ‘prison’ 
and ‘gloomy darkness.’) Although they have some mobility, their doom is sure, already done. 
 
The point of this section, however, is that God didn’t even let His own angels off the hook when 
they rebelled, but has surely judged them. 
 

The example of Noah and his contemporaries (v5) 
What did God do for Noah and his family because they believed Him?  
What did God do to the ungodly even though it meant wiping out His created world?  

 
What point is Peter making?  

 
 

The example of Lot and the people of Sodom & Gomorrah (vv 6-8) 
What did God do to Sodom & Gomorrah as judgment for wickedness?  

 
What did God do for Lot?  
How might Lot relate to what we may endure?  

 
 
As we finish today, what does the assurance of the return of the Lord stir up in your heart? How 
does it change your outlook on circumstances you find troubling? How does it change your heart 
toward His Word? Journal your thoughts briefly.  
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DAY 4 – People, Get Ready! 
 
My daughter and I were just discussing what traits she sees in her teachers who are most 
effective at helping high school students learn. She described one of her favorites, fondly 
nicknamed by her students ‘Pmac’ (short for Pam McClendon). Pmac has a way of teaching in 
shorter ‘chunks’ and then involving the students in playing around with the material through 
illustrations, game, or interaction. Our attention is better engaged, isn’t it, when we can hang a 
concept onto a mental image, a song, or an activity? 
 
As we studied 2 Peter chapter 2, did you notice the great many illustrations Peter gave of what 
false teachers are like?  I sure did! At first glance, it seems that Peter is poking fun at them, but I 
think it’s much more likely he’s wanting mental pictures to stick with us so that we can remember 
what to watch out for.  Let’s comb back through chapter 2 today to examine these mental 
pictures with an aim to gird up our minds to protect and do battle. 
 
Read again 2 Peter 2:1-22. 
 
Wild Animals v 12 
In calling these deceptive false teachers ‘irrational animals’ in verse 12, what is he implying? 

 
What are they operating according to?  
How does this relate to Luke 6;43-45 and 1 John 2:4-6? 

 
For what purpose are they ‘born’?  
While that sounds harsh, I believe Peter is saying that they aren’t serving any good purpose in 
their life; in fact they’re just wreaking havoc for others. Their end is as it must be: judgment. 
 
What do they do in their ignorance?
This word ‘blaspheme’ according to Strong’s dictionary means to use contemptuous speech 
which intentionally falls short of the reverence due to God or to other sacred things. 
 
Let’s try to be practical about this. Try to think of an example of something that might be false 
teaching involving blasphemy. Describe it here briefly.

 
I’ll give my example in case this is helpful. A blasphemous false teaching might be to teach that 
Jesus was not fully God. We’ve had a couple of Hollywood messes that portrayed an illicit 
relationship between Jesus and Mary Magdalene. This would be terribly false and misleading. 
Another example would be to teach that a particular group of people who are created in the 
image of God are actually lower forms of humanity: Error! 
 
While they are causing destruction for others, according to 2 Peter 2:12, what are they likewise 
headed for?  
 
 
A Blemished, Blotchy Bride v13 
What does Peter say false teachers are in verse 13 as they feast and revel in their deception? 
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Now flip back to Ephesians 5:25-27. How does Christ want to present His Bride, the Church? 

Peter’s heart is for the beauty of the Bride of Christ! Why spend so much time warning about false 
teachers? He wishes to keep her from ‘blots and blemishes’, from being besmudged with evil. He 
wishes to work with Jesus to keep His Bride radiant for her glorious wedding day.  
 
The Adulteress v 14 
List the evils in the hearts of false teachers according to verse 14. 

 
This immediately makes me thing of the adulterous woman in Proverbs 7:4-27. In her greed she 
draws unwary naïve people into her destruction.  
 
Followers of Balaam, Son of Beor, vv 15-16 
To understand this analogy, we need to take a look back at an Old Testament story in Numbers 
22-24. It’s a longer story, but I encourage you to read it just for familiarity. Nonetheless, I’ll 
summarize it: 

A mercenary oracle named Balaam is hired by an enemy of God’s people to speak a 
curse over the people of Israel. As he heads out to fulfill his job, an angel of the Lord tries 
to get his attention by blocking his path. Only Balaam’s donkey can see the angel, and 
so the donkey wisely won’t budge. Balaam beats his donkey. This happens a couple of 
times until the donkey actually speaks to Balaam to explain what’s happening. Balaam is 
finally convinced that he should only speak the words God allows him to speak. Much to 
the dismay of the guys who hired him, Balaam speaks 4 successively beautiful blessings 
over God’s people. 

Understanding that, what do verses 15-16 indicate about false teachers?
 

 
Waterless Springs v 17 
What good is a waterless spring?
Knowing the purpose a spring should serve, what does this say about false teachers?  

 
What might a person look for from a mist?  
What would result if a person looking for refreshment was suddenly caught in a storm?  

 
What does this say about false teachers? ?  

 

Pigs and Dogs vv 20-22 
What do verses 20-22 have to say about people who heard the truth of the gospel, pretended 
to follow it, and then turned to wickedness, leading others along with them into deceit?  

 
 
Just as James shows us true faith is proven by holy living, Peter shows us that wicked people may 
disguise as believers for a while, but as the saying goes, a pig with lipstick is still a pig. Or ‘a dog 
returns to its vomit’ v22. 
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DAY 5 – People Get Ready! 
 
Peter has shown us how to cultivate Christian character so that we will grow strong and steadfast. 
He taught us how to recognize false teachers. He also demonstrated that God will judge these 
wolves who deceive the sheep. Now, in chapter 3, Peter will drive home the confidence we have 
that the Day of the Lord WILL come, the day when God will judge the wicked and preserve His 
faithful children.  This chapter makes me want to sing (and yes, possibly dance in my kitchen) to that 
R&B gospel song ‘People Get Ready. Jesus is Comin’ by Melinda Watts. 
 
Read 3:1-7. We started this week seeing in verse 1 that Peter’s purpose is to remind us of what we 
already know.  
 
After mentioning the words of the prophets, Peter points to the words of Jesus spoken by ‘your 
prophets.’ To whom do you think he’s referring?  
It appears he’s putting together a picture of what is now our ‘Canon’: the combined Scriptures from 
the Old Testament and the word of the apostles as presented in what is now the New Testament. I 
love how convinced Peter and the other writers were of the fact that God would preserve His 
Scriptures for His people even as they were being written at that time. Praise God for the blessing of 
the completed Canon of Scripture we have available (often in several copies, translations, and 
modes in our home and on our phones). 
 
What is the argument of the scoffers in verses 3-4?  

 
On what basis does Peter refute this argument (vv 5-7)?  

Some days it may feel as if God has left the world to spin on its own with never a divine intervention; 
but the flood in the days of Noah is an example that God does not let evil run rampant forever. He 
has and will step in with divine judgment. So don’t be lulled into disbelief. 
 
Read 3:8-10.  
How does God’s sense of timing differ from ours (v 8)?  
How does that connect with the idea that it seems God has left our world alone and no longer 
intervenes in it?  

 
What is Peter’s explanation for why Jesus hasn’t come back in judgment yet (v9)? (If it seemed like 
He was slow in 64 AD, how slow does it seem today?!)   

Whose salvation are you longing for? For whom are you thankful God has been patient?  

What does it mean that the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night (v10)?  

Peter is calling to our minds the words of Jesus in Matt 24. In Matt 24:42-44, how does Jesus say we 
should respond?  
Similarly, how does Paul recommend we live in light of the surprise nature of the Day of the Lord (see 
1 Thes 5:2-6)?  

We see that Peter, Paul, and Jesus treat the Day of the Lord as the next item on the Kingdom  
  Calendar. His coming is sure although His timing will be unexpected. 
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How Shall We Then Live? 
The next question should be, ‘If we are to be ready for His return, what does living in readiness 
look like?’ Peter answers that question in verses 11 and 14. How does he answer this question of 
how we should live in response?  

 
What descriptions do verses 7, 10, and 12 give us (in some beginning glimpse) of what that day 
of judgment will be like?  

I’m not sure if this means that everything will be obliterated by fire and a brand-new heaven and 
earth created. Perhaps just as the floodwaters destroyed the earth by covering it while leaving its 
foundations still in place from which God re-created our world, fire may cover the earth, melting 
down its elements (or melting down the celestial bodies as well?) but leaving some continuity 
from the current earth to the new one. This is for greater minds than mine to understand. 
 
What beautiful thing do we see about the New Heavens and Earth in verse 13?  

This is the land where righteousness dwells – because this is where the Righteous One will dwell. 
Praise God!  
 
Peter closes and recaps his letter in the following reminders that hit all of Peter’s themes: 

1. Live a holy life as we wait – but not a stressed out holy; a peaceful holy! 
2. Understand God’s timing may seem slow, but it’s for the purpose of bringing more of us 

into the Kingdom. 
3. A funny little note that Paul’s writings are sometimes what (v16)?  

(Can I get an Amen?!) 
Which leads into a reminder to be careful not to just slop our way through Scripture, letting 
ourselves get twisted and unstable. You have the Holy Spirit, pastors, leaders, and more 
mature women to help you. Make good use of them! 

4. And finally, to do what (v18)?  

Don’t you love it when we find ourselves circled back to where we began? Set your mind with 
confidence on the return of Jesus. Look to His Word for all you need for life and godliness. Watch 
out for deceptive ideas and teachers. 
 
Now, grow, Sister, grow! 
 
In the name of our glorious Groom who is indeed coming soon, 

Tamara  
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