
WEEK 19 | JAMES SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
AUTHENTIC FAITH 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction 

   
I. SUMMARY OF JAMES 

 
A. James, Brother of Jesus 

 
 

B. Sermon on the Mount Revisited 
 
 

C. Trials & Testing 
 
 

D. True Faith Proven by Action 
 
 

E. Gospel in Humility 
 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR AUTHENTIC FAITH James 1:17-22 
 
A. Good & Perfect Gifts from Above v 17 

 

 

B. Brought Forth v 18 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

C. The Word of Truth v 18 
 
 Jesus – John 1:14 
 
 
 The Gospel – Eph 1:13, 2 Tim 2:15, Col 1:5 
 
 
 
D. First Fruits of a Coming Harvest 
 
 
 
E. Weeding the Garden (v 19-21) 

 

 

F. Doers Not Only Hearers (v 22)  
 

 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS: Pursuing Jesus 

  
A. Find the Joy in Testing (v 2) 
 
 
 
B. Ask in Faith for Wisdom (v 5-6) 
 
 
 
C. Humble Yourself before God (4:6-10) 
 
 
 
D. Walk with Joy in your Increasing True Faith in Action 
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WEEK 19 | JAMES SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
AUTHENTIC FAITH 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 

2. What is your normal reaction to trials and tests? How have you seen that change or how 
do you hope to see that change? 

 

3. Describe a trial that you recently passed. What helped you to stand firm? 
 

 

4. What reminds you of God’s greatness at times when you need humility? 
 
 

5. Thinking of the three main categories of tests (the tongue, sharing with others, and 
avoiding worldliness), what type of testing are you facing mostly in this season, and how do 
you see God helping you with wisdom in that area? 

 

6. Have you ever taken something to the church elders for prayer (see James 5)? What 
happened? Or why might you hesitate to do so? 
 
 
 

7. How are you learning humility regarding planning and control in this season (see James 5)? 

 

 

8. How do you find a balance (or struggle to find a balance) between being your ‘authentic 
self’ in a way that is hurtful to others versus as your ‘transformed self’ while being open and 
truthful about struggles? 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  When I Think of Home 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
Where is home for you?   

 
 

 
If you’re like me, the answer to that question comes with a mix of things not easily nailed down. 
The home where I grew up – the house my grandfather built - is no longer owned by anyone in 
my family. Indiana is still home in one sense because of my fond memories and because my 
mother whom I love dearly – and all her friends who love me as well -- lives there.  
 
My Texas home with my husband and children and church family and girlfriends – this is home 
now. I love the Texas Hill Country in a different way than I love the soft grass and cornfields and 
maple trees of Indiana. Houston doesn’t offer lovely natural geography, but the people here are 
lovely and loving and fun. Texas is home because of the people I love here.  
 
But I can say that I am not fully at home in either place. There’s an undercurrent, the more the 
years I accumulate, of a longing for something ahead, a forward-looking nostalgia for a place I 
haven’t seen. There are things here that don’t fit well – sadness, relationships that break, sin I 
can’t seem to shake, people I love who move on or pass away, culture that has shifted in ways 
that break my heart and can occasionally fill me with dread. Even more, I have glimpses of joy 
and glory and moments of relationship with my Jesus that need to be experienced more fully 
than I ever can here. Home is indeed where the heart is, and I find my heart is restless for a 
different home and a face I will know when I see it. 
 
The book of 1 Peter is a call to look toward our True Home. Peter reminds people who are feeling 
increasingly out of place to know their identity and as a result to walk in their calling. Peter 
describes a life that can only be explained by a hope in a future beyond this world. The First 
Letter from Peter will help us see Jesus as our Home.  
 
The following is a suggested outline for the book of 1 Peter. 

Scripture Topic Focus 
1:1-1:12 Salvation of the Believer1 Born again to a Living Hope 
1:13-2:12 Sanctification of the Believer A Holy Calling based on our Identity 
2:13-3:12 Submission of the Believer Living out our Living Hope: 4 Arenas 
3:13-4:19 Suffering of the Believer Sharing in Christ’s Suffering 
5:1-14 Ministers in Suffering Shepherding in Light of Hope 
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Greetings to Special People 
Just as I imagine an in-person greeting from Peter -- that dynamic warm-hearted friend of Jesus 
and leader of the early church – would be rich with encouragement and loaded up with 
meaning, the greeting we see in Peter’s writing is the penned equivalent. Peter’s greeting in 1 
Peter 1:1-2 will jump-start our understanding of the remainder of the letter. Read it and let’s break 
it down. 
 
What two words in 1 Peter 1:1 describe the recipients of this letter?  
What are exiles?  
What light do the following verses shed on this idea of exiles?  
1 Peter 2:11  
Hebrews 11:13  
 
What light do the following verses shed about what it means to be elect? 
Col 3:12  
1 Peter 2:4  
1 Peter 2:9  
 
We also see that these elect exiles, these chosen sojourners, were dispersed throughout Asia 
Minor (what is now Turkey). The Diaspora or Dispersion of the Jews was the time particularly when 
the Jewish people were taken in captivity into Assyria and Babylon. This term is newly applied (as 
it is in this letter) to the believers regardless of ethnicity who were scattered throughout the 
nations due to persecution beginning in Jerusalem and throughout the Roman empire.  
 
We can immediately note Peter’s reference to the Trinity. What did each person of the Godhead 
contribute to these chosen exiles according to verse 2?  
The Father  
The Spirit  
The Son  
What reassurance might this give to people who are scattered, suffering, & feeling homeless?  

 
What does the distinct phrase ‘sprinkling with his blood’ call to your mind?

 
Let’s flip back to the Old Testament to read Exodus 24:4-8. What did the (gruesome) sprinkling of 
the blood of the bulls and goats over the people signify?  

How is our sprinkling with the blood of Jesus similar and superior?  

 
1 Peter 1:3-4 gives us a taste of the overall themes of 1 Peter. We are people redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus, our Living Hope; we live uncommon lives even in suffering because of our 
inheritance awaiting us in our future home. Copy these 2 verses here.  
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DAY 2 – Chosen Exiles Looking toward Home 
 
Do you recall the first time you started to fit a clearer picture of world history together in your 
head? My childhood education seemed to put a lot of emphasis on early American history and 
even Indiana history. I also had this rough understanding of the history of Ancient Israel at least up 
until the foggy list of good kings and mostly bad ones. And a blip of 33 years of Jesus’ life. 
However, I could never fit the whole thing together to make any sense of where my life fell in the 
ribbon of history. I was thrilled when Prof. Snyder, head of the history department at my college, 
helped me form a series of ‘pegs’ on which to hang the major events of world history leading up 
to my own small number of days.  
 
Part of our identity is also the ability to see where we are in the line of human history past, present, 
and future. As history is ‘His Story’ (thanks, Prof. Snyder!), seeing our place in God’s Grand Story is 
ever so important to knowing meaning in our lives, meaning which gives hope in times of suffering. 
 
In chapter 1 of this letter to chosen exiles, Peter helps to establish their hope which comes out of 
their identity – who they are in God’s eyes (verses 1-2); and from their place in God’s Story (verses 
3-12). 
 
What does 1 Peter have to do with our lives here in the the 21st century? What do you think is the 
connection for us to these chosen exiles?  

We are connected to them culturally in that we live as citizens of another Kingdom. We find 
ourselves further and further on the ‘outside’ of our culture. To find ourselves facing job loss or 
social isolation for failing to agree with prevailing values that run crosswise with God’s Kingdom is 
not such a stretch of imagination. We are strangers in a foreign land, longing for our True Home. 
 
We are connected as the continuing stream of God’s Chosen People, beginning with Abraham 
and stretching to us through our adoption into the family of God through Jesus. 
 
We are also connected to the call of First Peter personally. Peter will lay out a type of living that is 
pleasing and glorifying to our Lord as it contrasts with what is natural in our relationships. Ours is a 
calling to be humble, gentle, submissive to authority (and yet free!) people.  
Why is a clear identity important for people who are living in a foreign land?  

 
We saw yesterday in 1 Peter 1:1-2 that we are known by the Father, set apart by the Spirit, called 
to obedience by the Son who shed his blood to purify us. This is the foundation of our identity. 

Note that we are purified for obedience, not purified by obedience. In addition to laying out our 
identity as people known by God and set apart for Him, Peter sets up the foundation for our 
obedience, our fearless obedience, which he will call on throughout the remainder of his letter.  
 
Where are we in the context of God’s story? Peter places these chosen exiles (and us!) beginning 
with the future, moving backwards to our present joys and grief, back further to our salvation, to 
Jesus Himself, and to the pattern that was set from the beginning of time. Read 1:3-12.  
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Future Hope 
To what have we been born again (v 3)?  
What makes our hope a ‘living’ one?  
What is the difference between an inheritance and wages?  

While our inheritance is being ‘kept’ for us, what also is being ‘guarded’ in verse 4?  

Present Joys & Grief
In what do we rejoice (v 6)?  
Why would trials be ‘necessary’?  
What does this say about Satan’s control over our suffering?  
What value does God place on our faith (v 7)?  
What will be the result of our refined faith? 
How does Romans 8:18 compare?  

How does knowing Jesus transform our present suffering (v 8-9)?  

Let’s soak that one in for a little bit. It is Jesus Himself, our love for Him, the joy of knowing Him that 
makes suffering worthwhile; He is the glory that transforms us today, fills us with inexpressible joy, 
and becomes our future glory. Oh, let us press on to know Him! 
 
The Pattern Seen from the Past 
Beginning in verse 10, Peter will show us patterns from the past, from Old Testament history, that 
will help us make sense of our present. The pattern of suffering and glory has been from the 
beginning.  
 
About what were the prophets particularly curious as they prophesied things concerning the 
Messiah and His work (v 10)?  
What pattern of two opposing things were prophesied (v 11)?  
Can you think of any prophesies of the sufferings of the Christ? Or of His glory? If so, list some 
references here.  

I picture the prophet Isaiah penning chapter 53 and marveling at this Suffering Messiah. Or crying 
with joyful salty tears at the comfort of chapter 40. How would this happen? How would God’s 
rescue plan come together in a promised child? What could this Messiah possibly look like? 
 
What is your reaction to knowing that the things you have experienced through Jesus-- 
justification by his death, living hope by his resurrection, power through His ascension, His grace 
and His Spirit poured out on you, your adoption into His family – that these things are the things 
that the prophets and even the angels longed to understand and foresee (v 12)?  

When do you think Peter first learned to interpret Scripture and its fulfillment in Christ?  

How privileged we are to see the Scriptures fulfilled in Christ and in us!  
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DAY 3 – A Calling Shaped by Identity 
 
I come from a family of educators. As kids, we knew this was a vocation that meaningfully 
served and garnered respect if not financial rewards. As much as I attempted to follow a 
different path (why?!), it didn’t take long before I realized I had sprung back into the familiar 
(family) form as a trainer and facilitator in my industry. Now, I’m seeing a similar trend in my 
children as they all three appear to be moving into fine arts-related vocations, a calling that 
relates to my interests as a musician and hobby artist and to my husband’s as a home designer. 
Our identity as a family has significantly shaped our calling (our vocation). 
 
How has your family identity shaped your career, interests, or hobbies?  

 
How has your identity as a follower of Jesus shaped your priorities, career, friendships, and 
investments of time and other resources?  

 
 
Peter launches from identity to calling for those of us longing for a Better Home in a Far Country. 
We see the connection as he opens 1 Peter 1:13 with ‘therefore.’ Having laid out our beautiful 
inheritance born of grace, our inheritance of Jesus Himself, he urges our action and obedience 
with several swift commands. What action is in each of these verses? 
 
13a  
13b  
14 Do not  
15  
17  
22  
2:1  
2:2   
 
Read through those again for a quick reference of what the extraordinary life of a follower of 
Christ looks like in a strange land as we long for home. This kind of extraordinary life cannot be 
explained without a living hope in eternal glory. 
 
Let’s zoom in on a couple of these commands so that they can take better root in us. 
 
Battle for Your Mind 
Verses 13 and 14 could arguably contain 4 things we are to do with our minds. Your Bible may 
have a footnote that verse 13 begins with ‘gird up the loins of your mind for action.’ What kind of 
imagery does that bring to mind?  
Isn’t it true that the battle for our holiness nearly always begins in the mind?!  
Why do you suppose the word ‘fully’ is used with setting our hope?  

 
What other things do you also set your hope on?  

 
We need to set it all – ALL our hope--on the surest of things, on the grace that is before us, 
secured by the blood of Jesus, kept safe for us as our inheritance. Nothing else will sustain us  
  when the going gets tough. This is our Living Hope. 
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How does Romans 12:2 shed light on 1 Peter 1:14?  
 

Oh, if our desires were transformed by the Word of Christ! That’s more than half the battle.  
Right thinking, right desires: this will set us up for right conduct. 
 
Be Holy 
I’ve always found the call to holiness a tricky one. Holiness is beyond our ability entirely. In what 
relationship is this command couched? Look at 1:14 and 1:17 closely.  
 
Just flat-out being holy by willpower is exhausting and impossible. But as children urged to take on 
a family trait, an inheritance from our Father with the pattern set by our Brother – not to mention 
empowered by grace and the Holy Spirit - we are in much better position with a grace-filled 
landing place as we will sometimes fail and yet move on to maturity. 
 
Fearful Conduct? 
Re-read 1:17-21. The Greek word for ‘fear’ here is phobos which can be translated either as  
terror or as reverence. What in the context would tell you which meaning is appropriate here? 

 
What types of things are we most likely to fear as exiles in our culture today?  

 
How differently would the people looking toward an inheritance of God behave than people 
whose hopes are lodged in this world, this job, this political leader, this deal, this child’s success, this 
man’s love, this friend’s loyalty? Sister, let’s fear the right thing! Let’s love our future hope more than 
these passing things. 
 
What do verses 14 and 18 have in common?  
What type of character would be fostered in us as exiles if we recall the futility and ignorance we 
were rescued out of not so long ago?  
How will this help us fulfill the command in 2:1?  

 
What futile ways did you inherit from your family tree?   

 
You have been ransomed from these by what (v 19)?  
Oh, precious blood of Jesus!  Verses 20-21 what happened before the foundation of the world? 

 
We are telescoped once again back to the foundation of time, before the creation of the world. 
Jesus was already planned to be our Redeemer even then! And now we are here in the fulfillment 
of time to live in the glory now of His redemption and someday soon in the glory of the culmination 
of time. What a blessed privilege. 
 
Verses 18 & 19 are echoed again and again in verses 23 and 25. List the two imperishable things 
that combined for our ransom and spiritual birth. 

Dear Sister, God wants us to know beyond a shadow of a doubt what will last, what to prioritize, 
what to value in a world in which we must make reverent, defining choices: His blood and His 
Word. How is your daily life oriented to reflect this priority?  
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DAY 4 – A Holy People 
 
We closed yesterday with a focus on the eternal nature of the Word of God and its needful priority 
for exiles longing for Home. Let’s pick up there to close out our section on our Holy Calling as a 
Chosen People in Exile. Re-read 1 Peter 1:23-2:3, focusing your eyes on the value of the Word.  
 
OK, my Female Friends, what metaphor is being employed in 2:2-3?  
That’s right. If you’ve ever worked with a newborn to get a good latch…or to break a latch!…you 
have a very clear picture of how we are to crave the nourishment of the Word of God.  

What do you think verse 1 would have to do with our appetite?  
 

I’m not sure if we fall into malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander because we haven’t satisfied 
our soul-hunger with God’s Word, or if we don’t have a strong craving for God’s Word because 
we’ve been filling up on these ‘social’ sins. Journal your thoughts (or convictions or decisions) here. 

 
 

We’ve got priorities and healthy cravings for the things that will strengthen our home-sick souls. Let’s 
not waste our time or ruin our relationships by neglecting what truly satisfies our restlessness. 
 
Living Stones 
Next, Peter gives us a metaphor from building to help us understand our identity, our collective 
identity, and our calling more clearly. Read 2:4-8. 
What was Jesus according to v 4a? 
How was He viewed by people?  
How was He viewed by God?  
What are we (v 5)?  
What are we being built into?  
What is our new identity/function?  
How does this identity become about community rather than individuality?  

 
How might we expect to be viewed by people? 
How does v6 encourage us when facing rejection by others?  

 
What honor has God given Christ (v6&7)? 
In what way do people ‘stumble’ over Him?  

 
 
If there are any verses in the Bible that are dear to my heart to emblazon my identity, they would 
be 1 Peter 2:9-10. Copy them here.  

 
 

 
Pick a situation in which you walk among people who don’t know God. How will these verses 
change the way you view your identity, your role, how you will set your mind, conduct yourself, 
view these relationships?  
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An Inexplicable Life 
Verses 11-12 summarize a larger section of Peter’s letter. The words ‘sojourners and exiles’ draw our 
attention. We belong to another Kingdom and we await a great inheritance. In light of that, from 
what do we abstain (v11)?  
What should characterize our conduct among unbelievers (v12)?  
What is the goal for their response to our good deeds?  
 
Peter gives us 3 specific venues of life. In each, the operable word for us is Submission, that word 
that none of us loves. Let’s look at it knowing our hope is set on a different Kingdom. 
 
Venue 1: Civic Life (1 Peter 2:13-17) 
In this venue we may feel disenfranchised, misunderstood, marginalized. We see unjust political 
systems, unjust accusations against Christians, threats of dear freedoms to be lost. 
What are some of our typical responses when we dislike, distrust, or fear our political leaders? 

 
Instead, what are we called to do in verse 17?  
How does living as free people go together with submitting?  

What are we set free to do (v 16)?  

Venue 2: Professional Life (1 Peter 2:18-25) 
Let’s assume regardless of the type of servanthood implied here we can glean principles that 
apply to our modern employment relationships. As employees, we may be treated disrespectfully, 
subject to the whims of someone in authority. We may wish to retaliate or serve begrudgingly. 
Instead, how are we called to serve (v 18)?  
Who is our example (v 21-24)?  
This passage doesn’t tell us when to appeal to our work contracts or a higher authority, when to 
respectfully confront, or when to submissively serve. Our modern world of employment is complex. 
Regardless, we follow the Spirit who will lead us in all things to be respectful, honoring, doing good 
for the glory of God. We must always remember who our true Master is. 

Venue 3: Marital Life (1 Peter 3:1-7) 
Marriage is hard work. It can be a place of great vulnerability for women. We will assume this is not 
a situation in which the wife is being asked to violate her own safety or God’s commands. 
How would you summarize the called-for attitude and response from a wife?  

Why would a tranquil spirit be counter-cultural?  
Does this passage say she agrees with him? Or that she doesn’t speak?  
In what does she hope (v5)? What does she fear (v6)?  
What is her priority (internals or externals) v 4? 
We don’t typically think of Sarah as particularly submissive, right? The example given of Sarah refers 
to Gen 18:12, when Sarah’s respectful reference to Abraham comes rolling off her tongue out of 
her heart almost in an off-hand way. It’s heart attitude that is being sought here, not that we are to 
necessarily call our husbands ‘lord’ but to grant the gift of respect from the heart working outward. 
What is your heart toward your husband (if applicable)?  

This letter shows us how to be fearless! We hope in God and fear nothing. As a result, we are able  
  to be calm, do good, and win others through lives explainable only because of our  
  Living Hope and our future Home. 
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DAY 5 – Living Hope in Suffering 
 
The remainder of chapter 3 and all of chapter 4 address the very real probability of suffering in 
the life of the follower of Christ – not just normal suffering that comes from a fallen world, nor 
suffering because we bear consequences of our fallen nature in this life, but rather suffering 
because we bear the name and calling of Jesus. This suffering may run the gamut from 
disenfranchisement, insult, and condescension to loss of income, imprisonment, and death in 
parts of the world. 
 
We won’t have time or space to thoroughly cover these 2 chapters here, but I hope we can go 
deep on some meaningful points and encourage our hearts in the face of something that causes 
us trepidation. I also want to say that I’m not intentionally breezing by some of the weirdest and 
hardest-to-interpret passages of the New Testament (see 3:20-21, 4:1-2, 4:6). I’d like to encourage 
you to look up the YouTube video of Don Carson preaching on these chapters, entitled ‘Sharing 
in Christ’s Sufferings,’ for The Gospel Coalition’s 2016 Conference when you get a chance. 
 
In the meantime, read 3:13-17. 
What counterintuitive result will come from suffering for Christ’s sake (v 13a)?  
What connection do fear and honor have in verses 13-14?  

What type of question should we be prepared to answer (v 14)?  

I think the types of conversations we imagine having when we are mistreated or falsely accused 
are very different from the answer to why we have such hope that we can be forbearing and 
gentle in the face of suffering. People can argue our apologetics and worldview all day long 
without life-changing impact; however, sharing the personal experience of loving Jesus and 
looking forward to enjoying Him more fully is a gracious answer, hard to refute. 
 
What does verse 17 tell you about who has control in the midst of your suffering?  

 
In verses 17-22, Peter uses the illustration of Noah and his friends and neighbors and finally just his 
few family members who were saved as water lifted the ark to safety. Why would a discussion of 
Jesus suffering to redeem sinners remind Peter of Noah’s story?  

Noah, among his neighbors with only the understanding of his few family members, must have 
experienced a lonely type of suffering for following God. In the end, everyone in his community 
believed he had lost his mind. We may feel an isolation during seasons as believers in a culture 
that doesn’t share our values and worldview. I have felt like a ‘flag in the wind’ at times as a 
mother in the public school system or as a woman trying to please my Savior among ‘cultural 
Christians’ who claim to follow Christ but march to a comfortably worldly drumbeat (not you, my 
Sisters!). I’m sure Noah experienced more than an eyeroll when his back was turned. 
 
Whether through the Spirit, Jesus preached to Noah’s neighbors imprisoned in their unbelief 
before the flood came – or if He somehow preached His triumph to their spirits in hell after His 
crucifixion, I can’t explain with confidence. But in this context, I believe Peter wants us to trust the 
same God who led Noah through ridicule and resistance and ultimately brought him and his  
  family to safety. The waters that carried the boat remind us of the baptism waters  
  that symbolize our own rescue from ignorance, darkness, and spiritual death. 
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From verse 22, whom can you be assured does Peter want us to fix our eyes on as we consider 
the prospect of suffering in our day?  

(Fear the right thing! Eyes on our Living Hope!) 
 
Read 4:1-4. If one of us is willingly suffering physically for following Christ, what likely victory has he 
or she already experienced some time earlier related to fleshly passions?   

 
How does this encourage us to do battle today with our flesh, with self-control, so that we are 
already well trained for the bigger battles?  

 
 
Summarize or list concisely the exhortations in 4:7-11 in light of the times that are ever nearer to 
the end of this world.  

 
 

 
Read the encouragement for suffering in 4:12-19.  How does the word ‘glory’ that keeps 
repeating in this section relate to suffering?  

 
Why would it be helpful to remember God as a faithful Creator when suffering?  

 
 
Read 1 Peter 5:6-11 as we come quickly to the close of our time together this week. 
I love this closing from Peter. After all the difficult exhortation to be holy in obedience even to the 
point of suffering, Peter reminds us of the deep truth of our life that is kept and guarded until our 
inheritance. 
 
How does casting our anxieties on God (v 7) relate to humility (v 6)?  

 
What reason is given for entrusting our cares to God?  
Why are we to be sober and watchful (v 8)?  
What are we told our adversary is doing as he seeks to devour us?  
Why would he be roaring? How might that bring about our defeat?  
What is our tactic to overcome this enemy (v 8)?
How does verse 10 reassure that God is ultimately in charge of the extent of our suffering, not 
Satan?  
List the four things God--our God who holds dominion forever--will do after we have suffered for a 
little while?  
In what are we to stand firm according to verse 12?  
 
As we long for our home together, Dear Sister, lets encourage one another as a Holy People, as 
Royal Priestesses, to live a life worthy of our hope and calling because our inheritance together is 
sure and great. 
 
  In the name of our Living Hope who calls us to look toward Home, 

  Tamara  
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