
Week 3 LUKE SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
COMPASSIONATE BROTHER 

LISTENING GUIDE Week 3 Video 
 

 

Luke’s Gospel: Jesus as the Son of Man 

 
 
To Seek and to Save (Luke 19:10) 
 
 
 
 
 Jesus proclaims Himself as the Messiah (Luke 4:18-19) 

 
 

I. SEEKING THE LOST 
3 Parables of Seeking & Saving the Lost (Luke 15) 

 
1. The Lost Sheep 

 
 
 

2. The Lost Coin 
 
 
 

3. The Lost Son 
  

 



 

II. SAVING THE LOST 
        
 Romans 5:8 
 
 
 Eph 2:8-9 

 
 
 How did Jesus seek you and draw you to Himself?  
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS: PURSUING JESUS 

   
1. Stay in His Word 

 
 
 

2. Put aside the sin that hinders 
 
 
 

3. Cast your cares on Him 
 
 

4. Engage the power of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 

5. Pursue sharing your faith with others 
 
 
 
My “Most Wanted” List 
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Week 3 LUKE SEEING JESUS AS OUR  
COMPASSIONATE BROTHER 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching video? 

 
 
 

2. Before you became a Christian, Jesus was actively pursuing you.  Describe as best you can 
what that pursuit was like. 
 
 
 

3. The pandemic season certainly has been a departure from normal life. What have you 
learned about yourself during this season? 
 
 
 

4. Have you realized any encumbrances or strongholds that are keeping you from growing in 
a closer relationship with Christ? Explain. 
 
 
 

5. Take a moment to name on paper 5 to pray for and with whom to share the gospel? (You 
may have listed some of these in your homework this week). Share one with your group to 
join you in prayer. List one way you could compassionately serve this person this week. 

 
 
 

6. What is one aspect of Jesus’s compassionate humanity that you will remember this week 
to encourage you or to approach a difficult situation differently this week? 

 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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Day 1: BEHOLD OUR GOD 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
I so enjoyed looking at Jesus’s brotherhood in the book of Luke last week. This week, we’ll flip the 
coin to the other side to see Jesus not as Son of Man but also as Son of God. 
 
Which reminds me of a story in my life that began with a Venn diagram. Actually, it began with a 
difficult conversation with a family member who told me I was only a Christian because that was 
what I was raised to be. A week before my junior year of college, this conversation tilted my 
world on edge, threatening to tip me into a freefall. God was good in providing a required 
philosophy class for my fall semester that year and an amazing professor who was not afraid to 
ask difficult questions as well. I spent a hard semester examining world views, questioning how I 
could know Truth with any certainty. At the end of the year, I walked away much more confident 
in my theistic worldview and in the Divine authorship of the Bible.  
 
Back to the Venn diagram. I recall a discussion in that class with a whiteboard drawing of a 
circle containing everything Created. Outside the circle was only one thing: God. This drawing 
seeped into my brain and my bones as an inkling formed in my mind of the total ‘otherness’ of 
God. Until that point in my life, I believe I had ‘made’ God small in my mind – manageable, 
controllable, able to address on my own terms. As the awesomeness of God began to wash 
through my life, glimpses of His power and holiness, my thinking changed drastically.  
 
If you were to plot your view of Jesus of a sliding scale, where would you typically land? 
 
Awesome God            Brotherly Friend 

Describe a time in your life when the awesomeness of God really struck you. 
 

 
 
The Gospel of John will lead us to view Jesus’s deity. While He is entirely human – as we saw in 
Luke – He is also entirely God. He is worthy of our worship. This is where we grab our titling for this 
week: ‘Seeing Jesus as our All in All.’  
 
Our God is not just a compartment in our lives – a wedge in our pie chart labeled ‘Spiritual 
Health’ next to ‘Physical Fitness’, for example. Whom or what we worship will eventually engulf 
EVERYTHING else in our lives. It will consume our thoughts, habits, spending, dreaming. We will 
give it our time, our money, even our children. Let’s worship someone who is truly worthy of our  

all. As we see in this study that Jesus is so much to us – king, leader, brother, freedom, 
home, righteousness, hope, etc. -- we can truly rejoice that He wants to be and can 
become our ‘All in All.’ 

 
 

 
would love to have someone else ‘walk in your shoes’?  

Week 4 Homework: JOHN WEEK 1 | MATTHEW 
SEEING JESUS AS OUR  

ALL IN ALL 
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John, Son of Love and Thunder 
Read John 20:31 and write down what John describes as the purpose for His Gospel account. 

 
This is the theme of John and the clearest purpose statement in the Bible. John wrote to facilitate 
in us a belief in Jesus as God -- a belief that would germinate into life transformation. We can see 
John’s purpose as both intellectual and spiritual conviction, a change of the mind, heart, and will. 
 
John’s writings about Jesus are not chronological like the other 3 gospels (called ‘synoptic’ 
gospels). John is thematic, topical. Everything John writes will point to the deity of Jesus. 
 
Read and note what you observe about John, the writer of the Gospel According to John. 
Mark 3:16-17  
Matt 27:55-56 with Mark 15:40-41
Luke 6:12-16  
Acts 4:13  
Acts 8:14  
Galatians 2:9 (written by Paul, Cephas is a name for Peter) 

 
Rev 1:1&9 
 
As one of the innermost circle of Jesus’s friends and disciples, John became a pillar of the first 
century church in Jerusalem. The book of Acts mentions him three times, always in association 
with his friend Peter. John also authored the letters 1, 2, and 3 John (you can enjoy his familiar 
intuitive writing style and themes). John was eventually exiled by the Romans to the prison island 
of Patmos, where he penned the final book of the Bible, the Revelation of Jesus Christ.1 
 
What does John call himself when he plays a part in his narratives of Jesus? Read John 13:23, 
19:26, 21:7, and 21:20.  
 
Can you imagine how someone who is truly convinced that Jesus is God Incarnate (God in 
human flesh) would be fascinated that Jesus loves him/her? Describe a time (big or small) in the 
past week when you were captivated by the love of God for you.  

 
If you have not experienced that recently, ask God to show you His love in a specific way today, 
and keep your eyes open for what He does in answer. 
 
Because John is such a unique book, our approach to looking at the portrait of Jesus therein will 
be different than our approach for the synoptic gospels. For the remainder of our study this week, 
we’re going to look at John in the following method: 
 

1. We’ll examine an introduction to Jesus in the Prologue to the book (chapter 1) 
2. We’ll look at the 7 Signs of Jesus’s deity recorded in John’s Gospel 
3. We’ll dig into the 7 ‘I Am’ Statements of Jesus in John 
4. And finally, we’ll observe responses to Jesus by two of His friends. 

 
To close out your time today, please read John chapter 1 to get an overall feel for it – a fresh look 
at it if you are already familiar.  As you do, thank Jesus for the things you see about Him there. 
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Day 2: THE INCARNATION 
 
Ready to dive in today? Let’s go! 
Read John 1:1-18 for the Prologue to John’s Gospel, in which he will provide the background for 
the narrative of the ministry of Jesus he’s going to tell in the rest of his book. 
 
The Word 
What words do you notice are repeated in this passage?  

 
Of what other beginning does the very first phrase remind you?  

 
In verse 1, who does John say ‘the Word’ was?  
How long has ‘the Word’ existed (verse 2)?  
What did ‘the Word’ do in the beginning (verse 3)?
In verse 4, what else does the Word hold within Himself?  
The Greek word translated ‘the Word’ is logos. Use your smart device or a Greek lexicon to look up 
the definition of logos and write it here.  

 
 
Logos has a rich underlying meaning dating from the Greek philosophers hundreds of years before 
John’s gospel. Among other similar ideas, logos conveys reason, structure, philosophy, a principle 
of order or knowledge, discourse, word. It is the root from which we derive our English word ‘logic.’ 
 
If we were reading this for the first time, our logical question would be: Who is ‘the Word’? You may 
have your suspicions (wink-wink) since this is a study about Jesus, but let’s be investigative and not 
make any assumptions. A lot of people claim many things about God, true and false. Let’s peel 
back the layers of our preconceptions and see the case John is building. Try to come at this as if 
it’s the first time you’ve encountered the gospel. 
 
John has established first of all that there was a Being who existed with God and at the same time 
was God. This Word created everything that exists. In this Word’s being was couched logic, order, 
and knowledge.  
 
Light and Life 
The Word is the source of Life, and this Life was the Light of mankind, a light that could not be 
overcome by all the darkness and even now has not been overcome by darkness but shines out 
from within it nonetheless. 
 
Pause for a moment. Where in your life today are you threatened by darkness that needs light that 
cannot be overcome?  

 
What in your daily life needs life, vibrancy, growth, or hope?  

 
How we need light and life in our day! There have been dead ends in my life, things that were 
destroyed with no hope of resurrection. Our hope is in our God. He is the one who brings light to 
dark places, shameful secrets, unknown futures, dread and fear, evil that threatens to eat us. We 
are getting to know The Light. He is the one who brings Life to dying and dead things: failing  

businesses, crumbling relationships, burned out emotions, embers of dreams.  
Let’s chase Him today. 
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John similarly pauses here to look at the impact of light on the world. Read John 1:9-13. John will 
introduce the topic of responses to the Light, a topic that deeply defines John’s Gospel account; 
we’ll spend more time on later this week. 
 
What description of the light is in verse 9?  
To where did the Light come?  
John makes a point that the Light comes into the very arena He created. That’s a fascinating 
idea. This little phrase ‘He was in the world, and the world was made through Him’ describes the 
Incarnation, the idea that God in His glory found a way to step from His position (on my Venn 
diagram!) and into the Created Realm. That is truly Light breaking through in a way only God 
could do.  
 
Thousands of years ago, Archimedes quoted ‘Give me a place to stand and I can move the 
world’ as he theorized on the basic tool the lever. There is a greater idea here, however, in the 
Greek term pou sto, a place to stand. The impossible philosophical crisis for Creatures is how to 
step out of our creatureliness to be able to make any rational statements about the nature of 
ourselves, our world, or about God. How do we know what is Truth? This is the critical question 
post-modernism has answered negatively by saying ‘your truth is as good as my truth because 
honestly.’ Our generation has given up on knowing Truth. So hopeless, isn’t it? 
 
This is where God must break through into our world. The Creator must step into Creation, to 
condescend to communicate with us, to explain to us in Word and in action what is True, who He 
is, who we are, and how to live in harmony with our world. Praise God, this is exactly what He did! 
 
How did the world in general respond to Him(v 10)?  
How did His own people He created and loved receive Him?
What did He do for those who did receive Him and believe in Him?  

God’s children, according to verse 13, are born by God. What does this verse rule out as ways to 
become children of God?  

 
You can’t be genetically born into God’s family. Relationship to God is not something we can 
‘will’ or ‘choose’ for ourselves or for others. God steps in, God pursues, God makes us His children. 
 
The Weight of Glory 
What did the Word do (verse 14)?  
In the Word, what do we see (v 14)?  
What have we received from the Word’s overflow (v 16)?  
Rather than law, what comes through Jesus (v17)?  
(Did you notice that here, John reveals the identity of the mysterious Word?) 
Who does the coming of Jesus allow us to see and know (v18)?  
 
Oh, the heavy weight of glory that is invested in the God-man Jesus. We see here the Mission of 
Jesus:  to come to us from God so that we could know God through Him. Take some time now to 
thank God for the miracle of Jesus His Son. 
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Day 3: WHO IS JESUS? 
 
The Forerunner 
Yesterday, the writer John engaged our curiosity and led us to Jesus as God, the Creator, the 
Word, the Light, and the Life sent from God, rejected by many, and received by those upon 
whom He would pour grace upon grace.  
 
In John 1:6-9, a new character enters the scene 
A man named John is sent from whom?  
For what purpose was John sent?  
We can jump a couple of verses to John 1:19-24 to see that this John is Jesus’s cousin, John the 
Baptist, the forerunner/prophet who prepares the way for the Messiah. (Just to clarify, this is not 
John the author of the Gospel of John.) 
 
Star Witnesses 
John the author is building a case for the deity of Jesus. In John 5:30-47, Jesus calls 4 witnesses to 
the stand to confirm that He is truly God. Name the people or things Jesus calls on as His witnesses. 
 
5:31-35 5:36 
5:37-38 5:39-47 
 
Is the evidence of John the Baptist, the works that Jesus did here on earth, the voice of God 
Himself, and of the words of Scripture adequate to convince us of who Jesus is? Look in the 
context of this argument in John 5:18; the Jews were seeking to kill Jesus for claiming to be equal 
with God. They understood EXACTLY what Jesus was claiming. 
 
What convinces you that Jesus is God? (If you are not convinced, what causes you doubt?) 

 
 
Seven Signs  
Of the many miracles performed by Jesus, John selected seven miraculous signs of Jesus’s power 
on which to focus. These seven demonstrate the concise case for Jesus’s deity and symbolize the 
life-changing results of belief in Jesus. Please read, give a title to the sign, and analyze.  
 
John 2:1-11 Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
For what were the 6 stone water jars normally used:  
Was this miracle a matter of life-and-death?  
Describe the resulting wine.  
We see Jesus take the symbols of the ritual of Law and replace them with a reality of grace to be 
received with joy.  In what way does this relate to life-changing belief?  

John 4:46-54  Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
How sick was the man’s son?  

What was Jesus’s concern (v 48)?  
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How did this man demonstrate his belief?  
What was the result (v51-53)? 
Jesus restores life as well as spiritual health. In what way does this relate to life-changing belief? 

John 5:1-16  Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
Some manuscripts include information that the waters of this pool were notorious for healing. 
How long had the man been unable to walk? 
What was the result of Jesus words to him (v8-9)?  
Where there was weakness, Jesus brings strength. In what way does this relate to life-changing 
belief?  

John 6:1-13 Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
How many people were fed? 
How adequate was the meal or the crowd?  
Jesus satisfied the hunger of people who came to Him – even to the point of overflow.
How does this miracle relate to life-changing belief?

 
 
John 6:16-21 Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
What was happening on the sea? 
What does Jesus say to calm their fears? 
What happened immediately when Jesus got in the boat?
How did the disciples react before and after (v18, 21)?  
Jesus moves the disciples’ fear to faith. How does this miracle relate to life-changing 
belief?  
 
John 9:1-7 Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
How long had the man been blind? 
What did Jesus claim to be (v 5)?
Jesus overcame darkness and brought light to this man. How does this miracle relate to life-
changing belief?  
 
John 11:1-44 Title: 
Summarize the miracle:  
How long had Lazarus been dead? 
What did Jesus claim to be (v 25)?
Jesus raised this friend from death to life. How does this miracle relate to life-changing 
belief?  
 
Which of these signs means the most to you today and why?

 
Ultimately, the greatest sign proclaiming that Jesus is truly the Son of God is in His own  

resurrection from the dead (John 20:1-10). Tell God who you believe Jesus is. Ask Him 
to draw you closer to Him this week. 
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Day 4: I AM 
 
My youngest daughter and I are sitting across from each other in the kitchen, each writing 
coincidentally about the deity of Jesus – I, studying with you, and she for a paper for school. She 
asked me, ‘So does Jesus ever come out and say point-blank, “I am God”?’ As we saw yesterday 
in John 5:18, Jesus said things that were unmistakable to the Jews as being claims to equality with 
God – so much so that they wanted to kill Him for blasphemy.  
 
Do you recall from yesterday, what Jesus said to His friends while walking through the storm on the 
sea? My ESV translates His statement as “It is I….” Those words are actually “I am,” a special 
statement the echoes throughout the Old Testament as the powerful and holy covenant name of 
God, the I Am. Jesus states, “I am”; all nature responds to His voice and our fears are silenced. 
 
Today we’ll look at the 7 ‘I Am’ statements of Jesus recorded by John. For each, read the 
passage, complete the “I Am…” statement, and analyze. 
 
Read John 6:22-71. “I Am ” (v 35) 
What miracle had Jesus done related to bread the previous day (scan 6:1-15)?  

 
What is the difference between physical bread and spiritual bread?  

 
The Jews confused and offended. What is Jesus’s explanation for this in verse 63?  

 
What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  

 
How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  

 
 
Read John 8:12-59. “I Am ” (v 12) 
What does someone do who wants to have the light of life (v12)?  
A complicated back-and-forth ensues with religious leaders debating over whether Jesus is from 
God, what proof He has, even whether He is a ‘Samaritan and (has) a demon’!  
What does Jesus claim is creating the divide between them and Himself in v 23?  

 
What does Jesus claim is keeping them from freedom (v 33-36)?  

 
What did Jesus claim in v 58?  

 
What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  

 
How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  

 
 
Read John 10:1-21. “I Am ” (v 11) 
Who enters by the door and is known by the sheep?  
What does the Good Shepherd do for the sheep (v11 & 15)?  

 
What does Jesus say about His upcoming death in verses 17-18)?  
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What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  
 

How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  
 

 
Embedded within this metaphor is another “I Am.” 
Read John 10:7-10. “I Am ” (v 9) 
In the sheepfold metaphor, who have tried come in another way?  
What happens to those sheep who enter by way of the door (v9)?  

 
Jesus claims that others have come and tried to ‘breach the walls’, so to speak, to get to the sheep 
but were unsuccessful. Who do you think He is saying have been thieves and robbers?  

 
What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  

 
How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  

 
 
Scan John 11:1-44. “I Am ” (v 25) 
What qualifies us to claim life after death (v 25)?  
Mary seems only slightly comforted by what she believes is a reminder that her brother will someday 
rise again at the Judgment Day of the LORD (v 24). In what way does Jesus make this idea of ‘the 
Resurrection and the Life” even more poignant?  

 
What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  

 
How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  

 
 
Read John 14:6. “I Am ”  
What other acceptable ways to God exist?  
What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  

 
How is this claim challenging in our current culture?  

 
How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  

 
 
Read John 15:1-11. “I Am ” (v 1) 
What is required to be fruitful?  
What can the branches do apart from connection to the Vine?  
What is the proof of abiding in Jesus’s love (v 8-10)?  
What will abiding ultimately bring to us (v11)?  
What was Jesus claiming about Himself?  

 
How is abiding in Jesus’s love different from ‘following the rules’?  

 
How is this aspect of Jesus meaningful to you?  
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Day 5: OUR ALL IN ALL 
 
This week’s homework has been much more intense, hasn’t it? I purposely held off on my usual 
‘commentary’ so that you could interact directly with God’s Word and His Spirit as much as 
possible as you encounter Jesus.  
 
A major theme in the Book of John is the various responses to Jesus. Even in the Prologue 
(chapter 1), we saw a contrast between those who did not know Him and those who received 
Him and were empowered to become the children of God. The battle as the religious leaders 
tried to entrap Jesus--struggling to fit this God-Man into their preconceived notions of their own 
religion and control--took center stage until it culminated in their impassioned crucifixion of Jesus. 
In contrast, little statements are peppered throughout these confrontations that ‘many believed’ 
as Jesus continued to present His origin from God, His power from God, and His upcoming 
departure to God.  
 
What has surprised you, overjoyed you, or convinced you most as you’ve studied John’s case for 
Christ this week?  

 
Profound Worship 
Let’s slow our pace today and observe two vignettes displaying poignant responses of ‘those 
who received Him.’   
 
Read John 12:1-11.  
What are some things you can recall that this special female friend of Jesus experienced with 
Him over the previous months?  

 
Mary, her sister Martha, and brother Lazarus have provided a home base in Bethany, a short 
walk across the valley from Jerusalem. Not long before this scene, we find Mary weeping over 
the death of her brother--weeping that brings Jesus himself to tears. These tears turn to joy as 
Lazarus is brought back to life. Can you imagine the dinner party honoring your friend who 
brought your brother back to life?!  
 
Where is Lazarus in this scene?  
Mary, who has loved to linger at Jesus’s feet now rises to serve in an extravagant display of the 
overflow of her worship. Imagine this very intimate moment with the smell of expensive ointment 
and the beautiful cascade of her hair as she wipes Jesus’s feet.  
 
For what event was Mary preparing (v7)?  

 
 
In her little devotional book Abiding in Christ, Cynthia Heald comments on this scene: 
 

Jesus wants us to focus on being with Him rather than busying ourselves 
with doing for Him. He calls us to abide – to sit at His feet and listen to His 
words….When our first priority is abiding we cannot help but serve the 
Lord….Because Mary chose to sit at the feet of Jesus, when she did rise to 
serve Him, her ministry was profound.2 
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In what way is your heart moved to worship Jesus? Spend time sitting at His feet. How will you 
worship Him with profound extravagance? Journal your heart to Him. 

 

 
Recognizing Jesus 
Read John 21. Let your imagination take you to the seashore with Jesus’s closest friends. Sample 
the salty air, sand, and cool breeze, the smell of charcoal and the delight of freshly cooked fish 
and bread for breakfast with Jesus. 
 
Who was the first to recognize that the man on shore must be Jesus?
How did Peter react to the realization Jesus was standing on shore?

 
What about this scene was incredibly familiar to Peter, James, and John particularly?

 
Why did no one ask, ‘Who are you?’ (v 12)

 
 
As we sit at the feet of Jesus, abiding with Him in our day, we will become intimately acquainted 
with His ways. We will notice as His hands work in our circumstances, as He directs us to people 
who need Him, as He strengthens us in faith and love for His Kingdom work. The hand of Jesus in 
our lives will become unmistakable the more familiar we are due to our closely abiding. Peter 
recognized the fingerprints of Jesus and jumped with abandon to join Him. 
 
Henry Blackaby has noted in his excellent work Experiencing God, “Watching the activity of God 
can never compare with the thrill of being involved in the Spirit’s active work.” Blackaby 
encourages us to “Watch to see where God is working and join Him in His work.”3  
 
Where are you seeing Jesus in your daily life right now? Where is He working? How will you join 
Him? How are you abiding closely with Him? Ask Him to draw you close and to direct your gaze 
to His hands at work around you. Give to Him your all as you ask Him to become your All-in-All. 

 

In the glorious name of our Jesus, 

Tamara 
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