


Discipleship and Discernment 
 

Matthew 7:15-20 



What comes into our minds when we think about 

God is the most important thing about us.  

 - A.W. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy 
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Why would that be true? 

The WHO in any relationship  

governs the HOW of relating to them. 
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For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 

unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having 

been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit; 
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Matthew 7:15-20 

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in 

sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous 

wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes 

are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from 

thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good 

fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree 

cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 

produce good fruit.19 Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So 

then, you will know them by their fruits. 
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They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, 

Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace. (Jeremiah 6:14) 
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Warning:  

Beware of the false prophets (v.15) 

• Misleading leaders were present in the New Testament… 

 
If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound 
words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to 

godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid 

interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise 

envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction between 
men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness 

is a means of gain. (1 Timothy 6:3-5) 
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Warning:  

Beware of the false prophets (v.15) 

• Misleading leaders were present in the New Testament… 

 
For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially 
those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting 

whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid 

gain. (Titus 1:10-11) 
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Warning:  

Beware of the false prophets (v.15) 

• Misleading leaders were present in the New Testament… 

 
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 

of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as 

servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.  

(2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 
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Warning:  

Beware of the false prophets (v.15) 

• Misleading leaders were present in the New Testament… 

 
You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was publicly portrayed as crucified? (Galatians 3:1) 
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Warning:  

Beware of the false prophets (v.15) 

• Misleading leaders were present in the New Testament… 

 
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary 

principles of the world, rather than according to Christ…(Colossians 2:8) 
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Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. (Matthew 24:11) 
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Warning:  

Beware of the false prophets (v.15) 

• Misleading leaders are present in our day… 

 
…preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they 

will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and 

will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.  
(2 Timothy 4:2-5) 
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You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not 

gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are 

they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the 
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Strategy: You will know them by their fruits 

Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 

bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood 

of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the 

mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 35 The good man 

brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man 

brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. 36 But I tell you that every 

careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting 

for it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be 

justified, and by your words you will be condemned  

(Matthew 12:33-37) 
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Strategy: You will know them by their fruits 

I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own 

selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 

disciples after them. (Acts 20:29-30) 
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Practice: Being discerning disciples 

Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all 

the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the 

works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through 

the Law comes the knowledge of sin.  (Romans 3:19-26)      
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Practice: Being discerning disciples 

 21But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has 

been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as 

a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus; (Romans 3:19-26)   
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Practice: Being discerning disciples 

…whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood 

through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because 

in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at 

the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:19-26)   
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Watch for anything that diminishes… 

The reality of eternal destiny 
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Practice: Being discerning disciples 

Be a Berean… 

 

The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, 

and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 

Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for 

they received the word with great eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. (Acts 17:10-11) 




